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LAKESHORE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION
5065 Sherbrooke Street,
Lachine, QC. H8T 1H9
514 - 637- 6974

SEPTEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER
LOOKING FORWARD TO FALL!
PLEASE NOTE - For the month of September, our service format will be
varied. September 11 will be an in-person service at LUUC only. September
18 and 25 will be hybrid (in person and on Zoom).
LIVING OUR UU PRINCIPLES AND VALUES
and
LEARNING FROM FIRST NATIONS
Topics for our Sunday services are inspired by the UUA’s monthly Worship Themes, and
our presenters are found thanks to the great work of our Sunday Services Planning
Committee.
For September 2022, the worship themes are Belonging, Awakening, Vision and Awe

~ Sheila Laursen
September 11, 2022 - 10:30 a.m.
In person at LUUC only

A SENSE OF BELONGING
LUUC Members

We are meeting formally for the first time after the summer hiatus. Our technical assistant
(Oddbjorn) is not available to execute a ZOOM service this week, so it seems like the
perfect time to share our over-the-summer updates with one another.
Have you had an impactful summer, whose content you are still digesting, or did you
enjoy time for contemplation and a slower pace? We build our sense of belonging here,
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as part of LUUC, each in our individual way, through sharing our experiences. Let’s set
up our chairs in the Hall, and have a special diet of singing, meditation
and conversation. And there will be COFFEE HOUR!!
Service leader - Susan Czarnocki
Musician - Kerry-Anne Kutz
In-church greeter - Nancy Graham & Refreshments - Sheila Laursen

September 18, 2022 - 10:30 a.m. WE WILL BUILD THIS WORLD FROM LOVE
Hybrid service
Rabbi Sherril Gilbert
Belonging can be thought of as a “longing to be.” Being is our capacity to find our deeper
purpose in all that we do. It is the capacity to be present, and to discover our authentic,
whole selves. This is both an individual capacity, and a community capacity. Community
is the container within which our “longing to be” is fulfilled.
Come join Rabbi Sherril Gilbert as she returns to share stories, insights, and reflections
on what it might mean to build a community that warmly welcomes and deeply values
belonging and inclusion.
Service leader - Christopher Thomson
Musician - Kerry-Anne Kutz
In-church greeter - Nancy Graham & Refreshments - Sheila Laursen
Zoom greeter - Nancy Schmidt
Zoom Host - Gary Spiller

September 25, 2022 - 10:30 a.m.
MY LIFE, MY JOURNEY
Hybrid service
Rob Lutes
A recording artist and professional singer-songwriter for 25 years, and a UU for nearly 10,
Rob Lutes will reflect on his work and spiritual journey.
Service leader – Paul Sullivan
Musician - Kerry-Anne Kutz
In-church greeter - Nancy Graham & Refreshments - Heather Falconer
Zoom greeter - Nancy Schmidt
Zoom Host - Christopher Thomson

THE POT LUCK LUNCHEONS HAVE RETURNED!!! - There will be a potluck
luncheon following this service. Please bring something to share for the Potluck Buffet
- and stay to enjoy lunch inside or outside, depending on the weather.
NB: Heather will need some help with the pot luck – kindly volunteer if you can – call
514-630-4206.
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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
What a summer this has been! Warm days with lots of sun
and just enough rain to keep plants and trees growing drew
us out of doors to enjoy the beauty and healing power of
nature. The fresh air was welcomed after months of varying
degrees of pandemic isolation.
The summer began with two sad but also celebratory
memorial services of beloved LUUCers, Margaret
Godbeer and Mary Rowan. We gathered together in our church sanctuary and by Zoom
to honour their lives and their places in our hearts and memories. Both were strong
women, who contributed energy, passion and commitment to our congregation and who
did not hesitate to express and act upon, our UU values, principles and actions.
Neither Margaret nor Mary would “rest in peace” where social injustice was evident, and
I hope that their legacies will inspire us as we go forward into an uncertain future.
The summer days and evenings also brought joyful gatherings, as several of us went
strawberry picking at Quinn’s Farm, and recently when about 30 people came together
for a celebration of Susan Czarnocki’s 80th birthday in her beautiful backyard. We
enjoyed brisket, salmon and corn on the cob - and of course, big slices of birthday cake!
Paul Sullivan and Kerry-Anne Kutz were kept busy officiating at several summer
weddings (and memorials) as our wonderful and thoughtful LUUC Lay Chaplains. We
are grateful to them for representing us so well in the larger community. And Maud
Bonnier was feted recently by the LUUC Knit Chicks in celebration of her 100th birthday!
As I write this, I am preparing for a special end of summer weekend with a BBQ at
Nathalie and Terry’s home in St Lazare on Saturday, followed by an excursion to KerryAnne and Michael’s cottage on Lake MacDonald on Sunday. Good food, friends and fun
await!
Soon, we will begin to gather together again on Sunday mornings - to reflect on our lives
and our times - as we face the challenges of climate change, political uncertainty, and the
ongoing impact of the pandemic on family and friends. As we do, we realize how much
we long for the strength and hope we gain from each other and our shared values.
While we hope to see more and more of us gathering in person, and not just on Zoom,
our first service will be in person only as our technical support wizard, Oddbjorn
Taraldsvik will be in Norway that week, and Zoom won’t be possible.
So, on September 11, we will meet in the church hall, with chairs placed in a safe but
welcoming circle, and the side door open to increase flow-through ventilation (weather
permitting). Several LUUCers will share what our UU faith, and LUUC, mean to them.
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And following the service and we will have coffee and munchies to enjoy while conversing
indoors or outside. We hope that you will join us.
The Board of Directors had a busy summer, with a main focus on trying to find a Treasurer
among our members. Thankfully, our challenge was lessened somewhat at our Annual
Meeting when Christine Wooley texted her husband Paul Berry during our discussions,
and he texted back his offer to serve as our Bookkeeper, which represents a large portion
of the Treasurer’s role. We gratefully accepted Paul’s offer on the spot - it indeed was a
UU miracle! I want to point out that Paul has offered to take on this task “gratis” for this
fiscal year - more to be very grateful for!
Since then, Christopher Thomson and I met with Paul Berry to “divide” the Treasurer
tasks between a bookkeeper and an LUUC member who would sit on the Board, and
Christopher took on managing our financial statements, etc for the summer months.
Milda Graham became our third Board member for signing cheques etc. and we changed
signatories at the BMO for the interim period.
Paul Sullivan and I approached several past Treasurers of LUUC - to no avail, until
another “miracle” occurred! Traci Williams has agreed to serve in the Treasurer capacity
as the role division makes it more manageable to do along with her very busy translation
service career.
I am sure all LUUCers will welcome Traci Williams and Paul Berry to these important roles
they have taken on, for which we are deeply grateful.
I am looking ahead to September with hope and anticipation,
~ Sheila

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Saturday November 26 - A film event not to miss!
LUUC IN THE HALL AT 7:00 pm
LUUC and the Quebec Association of Geography Teachers will be co-hosting an
evening with documentary film producer Yurij Luhova. The documentary film Genocide
Revealed won 12 international awards, including Best Historical Film and Best
Documentary, exposing Moscow's policy of genocide against the Ukrainian nation. The
film focuses on the 1932-33 man-made famine engineered by Stalin's regime and based
on rare historical footage, survivor testimonies, commentaries by historians, and
declassified archival documents.
The producer Yurij Luhova, is the recipient of the Queen's 60 Diamond Jubilee Award. He
has produced 18 documentaries and 50 educational films, and will be introducing this
documentary film.
~ Sheila
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A NOTE FROM THE LUUC BOARD
Hybrid Services for the church year 2022 - 2023 will
begin both in the sanctuary at the Norwegian Centre in
Lachine and simultaneously with the “Zoom” format on
your electronic device or by phone.
In the Board’s planning meetings over the summer, we
discussed at length how we can go ahead despite a still
unclear future in regards to the Covid-19 virus. We
concluded that the congregation’s safety, both collective
and individual was the most important factor to be considered. We also realized that the
in-person community that we value so dearly, will be in some ways sacrificed until we are
sure that it is safe for us to return to a collective form of worship service.
Although we encourage you to attend in person, please look for your invitation to join us
by zoom some days prior to the Sunday service. If you have any difficulties setting this
up please contact a Board member for instructions on how to proceed.
We encourage all members and supporters to make an extra effort this church year to
make it a success despite the hardships. We can still support our committees doing the
congregation’s work, keep in touch with one another and attend or “tune in” to our Sunday
services.
We would also like members to participate by letting the Sunday Services Committee
know what kind of service themes you would like to see and hear. And of course keep up
our pledges of financial support.
As we are a “lay led” autonomous congregation, the responsibility for our successes or
failures lies with us and in our covenant of membership.
~ Paul Sullivan, on behalf of the LUUC Board

A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Bella Gavanski on September 3rd
Brianne Armstutz on September 7th
Cormac Lutes on September 28th.

May you all have a most wonderful year!
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GET-TOGETHERS – SUMMER 2022
Some of us at LUUC emerged from our covid cocoons this summer and have been out
and about. Many of us celebrated Susan Czarnocki's special birthday nine days early
on August 10th – held in her shady garden – where it was just wonderful to see so many
of us assembled together and enjoying each other’s company – including John Foulds,
Peter Abbott and Nancy Graham. Monica Warren travelled from Ontario for the
occasion and brought along her grandson, young Maverick. On top of that, the food was
soo good – thanks to chef Stuart Forbes. A bottle of champagne was popped and we
all toasted Susan’s health and ate a slice of the Birthday Cake supplied by Sheila. ~ ed

Photos by Gary – can you make out Sheila, Dori and Peter Abbott, Michael, Nathalie,
John, Heather Richard, Wendy, Nirupam, more Michael, Sari and Susan?

NATHALIE’S B.B.Q.
Jose reports that on August 20th a small group of LUUCers enjoyed an afternoon of
pleasant company in a shady part of Nathalie’s garden, under a vine-covered arbor.
Terry was on hand to operate the BBQ – he was helped by Bear, the rather large Murphy
dog, who thought the food was being prepared exclusively for him. A couple of Murphy
cats, together with Nathalie and Jasmine were present to welcome their guests.
Later, LUUCers were treated to stories, told by Terry, of his many adventures as a pilot.
~ ed
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MAUD CELEBRATES 100 YEARS
Maude Bonnier celebrated her 100th birthday on August 6 at her cottage surrounded by
her family. The Knit Chicks met with Maud at the Manoir to celebrate this momentous
birthday. It was a breakfast affair, but the food on the plates was enough to last us all
day. We dressed Maud in the latest in millinery fashion – a sun hat with candles sprouting
out the top – very chic - and gave her a pretty corsage, courtesy LUUC. Much laughter
erupted from our table – we were a noisy bunch – we even sang When Irish Eyes Are
Smiling – and not one of us had had a single alcoholic drink.
~ ed

Photos by Constance Belanger - showing Helene on the left with Toni, Dori, who
arranged it all, Margot, Heather, Christine, Birthday Girl Maud and Jose.

Photo by Dori
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MACDONALD LAKE
A happy band of LUUCers and choir
members, arrived at Lake MacDonald – the
stunning summer home of Kerry-Anne and
Michael. We were all enthralled with its
beauty. Standing sentinel between the sun
deck and the water is the most magnificent
spruce tree I have ever seen. Michael
estimates it is well over 200 years old. Four
brave people went for a swim – Gary, Susan,
Sheila and Nancy Graham – Susan amused
us all by taking her cane into the water!
As if by magic Kerry-Anne produced a feast,
while Paul Sullivan cooked the burgers.
Lots of laughter all around – and everyone
had a thoroughly happy time! Many, many
thanks to our hosts Kerry-Anne and Michael.
~ ed
Nancy had a good time

All the gang – and the very friendly Hunter in the front - photo taken by Gary
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TEA WITH MAUD
I recently sat down with Maud Bonnier for a chance to
personally wish her happiness on her 100th birthday. It
turned out to be a couple of enjoyable hours of us
trading stories about the things we have learned over
our lives. As Maud is as good a listener as she is in
telling interesting stories about her life, the
conversation continued effortlessly.
It is somewhat refreshing to converse with a person
with some years of life’s experiences, especially at a
milestone of 100 years. There is a certain honesty of
thought in Maud. When talking one can see she thinks things out clearly, free of any need
to impress. We both agreed that at 100, one does not feel the need to impress anyone.
Maud said she found it difficult to follow the Sunday services on Zoom as she prefers to
attend by phone. She congratulated the congregation for the efforts we made over the
past two years to hold the congregation together despite the hardships of the pandemic.
Maud invites, and would very much like to have visits over to her apartment in PointeClaire as she misses us very much.
~ Paul Sullivan

More of the MacDonald Lake fun!
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CARING CORNER
Barbara Jackson died on August 8th, just a few hours short
of her 96th Birthday. Barbara and her husband Jim Heywood
were staunch members of LUC in the 1970s and Barbara
retained strong friendships with many of us long after she
moved downtown and joined the Unitarian Church of Montreal.
Her grace, wisdom and wit were strengths she drew on as her
body became increasingly immobilized by arthritis.
Dori Abbott wrote “I admired how Barbara kept interested in
everything, while she could not move and was stuck in her
room in her bed. We could discuss anything. We both felt lucky to be part of a very caring
family. I am going to miss our daily chats.”
Our deep sympathy goes out to Barbara’s sister Noreen, and her children Norine, David
(Cheryl), Jennifer (Malcie, d.), Michael, and her grandchildren Sera (Akmal) and Emma.
A memorial service for Barbara will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday October 22 at the
Unitarian Church of Montreal. Online condolences are available on a memorial page at
Collins Clarke, Pointe Claire.
~ Sheila

Top row: Michael Heywood, Ewan Abbott and Norine Heywood
Front row: Dori with Barbara Jackson (Heywood).

Caring Continued/…
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Jane Edwards has a new member of her family. Do look at
adorable little Munchkin. She is four months old and a Siberian
Forest.
I hear she is keeping Jane very busy, as she is a playful kitten.
One look at Munchkin – and I want a little furry friend.

Paul Hunter, the younger brother of Mary Hunter, died on Wednesday July 6th at the
age of 65. Farlan Gray, Mary’s husband, reported that he had spoken to Paul the day
before because it was his birthday. Farlan noted “He sounded bad and he told me he was
on oxygen because he had a bad cold. I guess it was worse than we thought.” Paul was
an active member of the Winnipeg Unitarian Church and they held a memorial service for
him.
Sheila sent this that was read at his memorial service: “I am a member of the Lakeshore
Unitarian Universalist Congregation in the West Island of Montreal, QC - where Mary
Hunter attended almost all her life, and where her father Bruce had been an active
member. I never had the chance to meet Paul, but I do remember how much Mary loved
him, and cared about his well-being. She spoke of him often to us at LUUC, and so I
wanted to let you know that our thoughts are with you at this time. Could you please pass
along the sincere condolences of the members of our Lakeshore UU Congregation to
those attending? We share in your sorrow and in your celebration of his life.”
****

Nancy Schmidt will be joining our Sunday services from Peterborough, Ontario where
she is looking after her Mum who is in hospital recovering from a fall. We send best wises
to Nancy and healing thoughts to her Mum! The Knit Chicks are missing her soothing
presence and her project ideas.
****
It was moving day for Jessica Shirley on July 1st. Gary says that the LUUCers who
helped Jessica, used muscles they didn’t know they had! Many thanks to Susan, Stuart,
Jose, Gary, Daniel and Nirupam.
Christine Wooley’s new address is:
266 Bellevue, Pincourt, Quebec, J7W 4A8.
We are so glad that Christine and her husband Paul have returned to Montreal.
Caitlin Berry’s new address is:
1950 Woodland Avenue, Montreal, QC. H4E 2J3.
Caitlin has bought her first house – congratulations and happy living!

Gary Spiller is the Carer for the month of September - he can be reached at:
514-697-6257
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A PERSONAL GOOD-NEWS STORY

I have been a member of the McGill Women’s Alumnae Association since completing an
MA in Sociology at McGill in 1989. Since their founding in 1889, the McGill Alumnae have
been active fund raisers for Scholarships and Fellowships for women students
In 2019 we celebrated reaching the major milestone of our 130th anniversary by setting
out to create a new undergraduate scholarship: The Mcgill Women’s Alumnae 130th
Anniversary Scholarship. We set a goal of raising $130,000. We were especially
motivated in this effort as 2021 was McGill’s 200th anniversary. We specified our 130th
anniversary project as our special project for celebrating McGill’s 200th anniversary. The
scholarship is designated to be given to a female student entering McGill in a STEM field
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics), with special attention to
encouraging participation of under-represented groups. In order to have the scholarship
officially recognized as part of McGill’s 200th anniversary fund-raising effort, we needed
to raise at least $100,000 by the December 31, 2021.
Fundraising for McGill means following a whole slew of rules and protocols which are in
place to protect the university from any unscrupulous activity. Any group doing fundraising for Mcgill has to indicate their target segment of university supporters, in order to
avoid repeated requests, etc. We had to advise the Development Office that several of
our Board members are engaged with important Montreal/Quebec companies, to get
approval for them to seek financial contributions from those companies.
My colleague Anelia Wright [who attended my birthday party] and I volunteered to chair
the fundraising committee. In the end, almost all of the members of the Board participated
in the fundraising effort, and by December 2021 we had raised the required minimum of
$100,000. This meant that the Alumnae 130 Anniversary Scholarship was recognized as
our official contribution to McGill’s overall goal of new funding raised to celebrate its 200th
anniversary. With the minimum in place, we are now able to accept donations which will
go toward making this scholarship viable in perpetuity. This summer we surpassed our
goal, and now have over $150,000 in the endowment fund. which will generate an annual
scholarship.
~ Susan
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REMEMBERING MARGARET
Following Margaret Godbeer’s memorial service, a suggestion to have a park
bench in Dorval “adopted” in her name (with a plaque) was sent out. It quickly
received many enthusiastic responses, and raised $1,000!
While the initial proposal was to adopt a bench near the Dorval Library (one of
Margaret’s favourite places) it turned out that all the benches in that area, and
along the waterfront of Dorval, had already been “spoken for”. Following further
investigation and family history from her brother Ken revealed that Parc Jean-Paul
Bernier is the park where Margaret and Ken played as children - close to their
family home. There is a perfect bench under a big, shady tree there for Moms
watching their children on a play structure - and it is available to be named in
Margaret’s memory! A plaque costs $400.
The funds raised will also cover the cost for another plaque ($400) honouring
Margaret to be placed on a tree in Dorval’s arboretum, near the Library, so even
more people will learn about her love for, and contributions to, her city.
And with the $200 left over? It will be applied to the cost of wood for Paul Sullivan
who has graciously agreed to build a bench in Margaret’s name for our LUUC
memorial gardens in Lachine. He will work on it during the winter months so it can
be installed and enjoyed next summer.
~ Sheila

INDOOR PLANT SALE OUTDOORS
Union Church on Maple Street in Ste. Anne’s is having a plant sale of indoor plants.
Saturday September 10th from 10:h00 to 13:h00 - on the lawn at Union.
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UN-COLONIZE CLIMATE JUSTICE : KICK-OFF EVENT

Wednesday September 7 – 4 pm PT | 5 pm MT | 6 pm CT | 7 pm ET | 8 pm
AT | 8:30pm NT (2 hours)

Join us for the kick-off of our congregational year focused on un-colonizing our climate
justice movements. At this event you’ll learn:
▪
▪
▪
▪

the difference between colonizing, un-colonizing, and decolonizing
how Western worldview is showing up within our climate actions
how the Land Back movement is advocating for change.

We will be joined by one of the CUC Elders and guests, Arthur Hills of Emmanuel United
Church in Waterloo, and Dave Skene of White Owl Native Ancestry Organization in
Kitchener who participated in a Land Back exchange
It is part of the UUA Green Sanctuary Program and the cost is $25.00 per person. If you
have any questions, call Gary at 514-697-6257.

THE ANNUAL FALL DUGNAD
Volunteers are wanted on the morning of the 17th of September to help our Norwegian
hosts in a general cleanup of the church building in Lachine and get things ready for the
winter months. They are always impressed by the care we take in the upkeep of the
grounds and building and have been very generous with us over the years in return.
Thanks to all who volunteer. Call Paul at 514-457-1793 if you have any questions.
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A LONG OVERDUE HEADSTONE
Reverend John Pepper Campbell was the beloved pastor of Zion Baptist Church in
Cambridge for 17 years, from 1866-1883. Under his charge, the congregation grew and
the Sunday school increased from 60 children to 280, outgrowing its allotted space.
The church records note, “Zion was faced with a great opportunity, and Campbell was the
man to seize it, and he had the people behind him to back it up.” With his leadership,
they fully raised the funds needed to build a beautiful Chapel attached to the church for
the children, which opened in 1877. Zion Baptist Church history notes “The Chapel
remains a monument of his industry, for it was indeed a life work, and left him spent in
health and exhausted in spirit.” He retired in 1883, and died 5 years later, one month to
the day after his wife’s death.
John Pepper and Sarah had 9 children. A pastor did not receive much payment in those
days, and when he died, although 600 attended his funeral, there was no money for a
headstone.
Family members from Canada and the UK had visited Zion Baptist Church over the years,
and admired the bronze plaque on the sanctuary wall, which reads:
“In Loving Remembrance of the Rev. John Pepper Campbell, 17 years pastor of this
church, who entered into rest Feb. 14, 1888, in the 68th year of his age. His life and
ministry were marked by conspicuous devotion and loyalty to his Lord, and mainly through
his untiring energy this Chapel was built.” A GOOD SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST,
erected by the Church and congregation.”
But where were he and Sarah, buried?? When family members visited the Histon Road
Cemetery, they found it overgrown and run down, and holding no clues.
During the 2020 Covid “lockdown”, his great-great grand-daughter, Sheila, Googled the
Histon Road Cemetery from Montreal, Quebec one day. To her surprise, she discovered
a volunteer “Friends” group had been busy restoring the cemetery. Their online newsletter
contained such wonderful images that she contacted its Membership Secretary, telling
her of their quest. Leslie Dodd sent her email along to Michael French. Within a week,
volunteer historian Michael had pored over the historical cemetery plot “maps” and sent
her a photo of a patch of grass - the burial plot had been identified and photographed!
What followed was an international project by family members in the UK and Canada.
They had to obtain permission to put a new headstone in a closed cemetery, find out what
type of stone would be permitted, find a reliable stonemason, work out the appropriate
wording, contact the Zion Baptist Church, keep in contact with Michael (who shepherded
them through the many challenges), and of course, raise the 4,000 pounds sterling to pay
for its construction and installation.
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This became a mission of love and determination for the family, the church and the
Friends - one that gave them purpose and built long-distance friendships over the next
two years of pandemic.
On July 9, 2022 Sheila and her daughter Inge, along with cousins John, Gyneth and Sue,
Rev. Gail Richards, the former minister of Zion Baptist Church, and with Michael French
and Leslie Dodd representing the Friends gathered at the Histon Road Cemetery. They
held a short but lovely ceremony to honour Rev. John Pepper and Sarah Campbell at the
site of their newly placed headstone - 134 years after their burial!
Thank you Friends of Histon Road Cemetery for making this possible.
~ Sheila Laursen

Huge thanks to Michael Rooker for helping to present this photo.
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Strawberry picking at Quinn Farm was a plentiful success with both Berry-Wooley and
Rooker-Sanchez families adventuring!
On Sunday, July 3rd, both families and few friends (12 of us in all) met up, on the farm’s
pocket of countryside on Île Perrot, to laden up fruit baskets with as many sweet morsels
as we could precariously carry. Naturally, many surplus strawberries were heartily nibbled
(gobbled, lol) along the way!
We enjoyed the jaunty, wide-wagon tractor ride to and from the far stretching strawberry
fields backdropped by deep emerald forest. The air breathed pure and fragrant ...and the
still skies were of brilliant blue, dolloped with bright white, whipped-cream clouds. Nature’s
work of art.
Spending time selecting each little fruit was, all at once, a meticulously mesmerizing and
zen-like practice. Amongst the row after row of never-ending berry bushes, we shared
much joking about too!
Once baskets were filled, we trickled back to the farmstead to enjoy Quinn’s homemade
lunch fare on outdoor picnic tables. Live fiddle and country guitar music played through
the air. Refreshed and rewarded were we!
Now, eight quick weeks later, we are in August’s sweet corn season! I encourage any
and all to spend these last luscious days of summer outdoors at tranquil and fun Quinn
Farm!
Warm summer breezes,
Selina Ann

Selina and her harvest

Damian and Talia berry picking
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SUPPORT FOR THE AFGHAN SIBLINGS IN PAKISTAN
Shahla Sekandari has kept us informed about her 3 siblings who fled from Afghanistan to
Pakistan when their family was threatened with death following the Taliban takeover in
their country. They have just renewed their 6 month visitor’s visas successfully, thanks
to the financial support of members of LUUC and other West Island donors. They send
blessings to us all for caring about them.
While there is no news from the provincial government regarding the application that the
UCM\LUUC congregations have submitted to bring them to Canada, we know that they
are already studying both English and French, thanks to online classes!
MNAs Gregory Kelley of Jacques-Cartier riding and Enrico Ciccone of Marquette each
gave generous donations (of $1,300 and $1,000) from budgets allocated to their ridings
for “Soutien à l’action bénévole”.
There is still an urgent need to financially support these 3 Afghan youth to cover basic
monthly living expenses as they are not allowed to work or attend school in Pakistan while
the sponsorship process moves forward. If you are interested in helping, please contact
Sheila Laursen (514 697-4195). Every contribution helps!
~ Sheila

SUPERBLOOM AT THE TOWER OF LONDON

This summer, for the first time, visitors will be able to
walk through the moat at the Tower of London to see
this thriving new habitat for wildlife close up. Over 20
million flower seeds were sown in the moat earlier
this year. Designed to bloom and evolve over the
course of the summer in harmony with nature,
Superbloom has become a new haven for pollinators
in London. Visitors can explore this remarkable space
which celebrates the value of nature for wellbeing.
Sheila Laursen visited London this summer and was able to meander through this
amazing wild garden in the very heart of old London.
~ ed
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FILMS AT THE POINTE CLAIRE LIBRARY
The following films are showing at Pointe Claire Library during the month of
September. This service is free to all. For more information call the library
desk at: 514-630-1218 x 1630.

It is possible that on entering this church, you may hear the Call of God. On the other
hand, it is not likely that he will contact you by phone. Thank you for turning off your
phone. If you would like to talk to God, come in, choose a quiet place, and talk to him. If
you would like to see him, send him a text while driving.
~ suggested by Lynette
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ON THE GO - AND NEED TO KNOW
HOLLYWOOD – touching - Movie director Ron Howard
(Happy Days) is making a film called 13 Lives. It will recount
the incredible true story of the tremendous global effort to
rescue a juvenile Thai soccer team who was trapped in the
Tham Luang cave in Thailand. When the whole world pulls
together and contributes its best, miracles happen.
EAST JERUSALEM – buzz! The concrete alleyways of East Jerusalem are too narrow
for greenery, yet thanks to the Sinsila project, almost 100 Palestinian women have learned
how to cultivate bees. Where? Why on their flat roof tops of course. Formally used for
storage, these rooftops are now green havens, thriving with vegetables, flowers, young fruit
trees and of course a hive full of buzzing bees. The women can now sell their honey and
provide fresh veggies for their families. Some are even teaching environmental science to
school children – and for others, it is the first job they have ever had. Well done, Ladies!
VIRGINIA, USA – disgraceful. 4,000 beagle puppies have been rescued from a breeding
facility, where the little darlings were deprived of veterinary care, food and humane
treatment. The dogs were destined for laboratories that experiment on animals. Now the
American Humane Society has the mammoth task of finding 4,000 kind people who can
provide forever homes for the puppies.
OTTAWA – multiculturism. While English and French are the most prominent languages
spoken within Canadian homes, the Mandarin and Punjabi languages are the next most
popular. (Stats-Canada)
JAPAN – danger – the revenues of the Japanese government have dwindled since the
young people of that country do not drink as much alcohol as their parents. So, in its
wisdom, the Japanese authorities have initiated an advertising campaign to encourage
young people to drink more! Be careful what you wish for!
DIEPPE, FRANCE – emotional – It is 80 years since the disastrous raid on Dieppe in
1942. Lieutenant Gordon Fennell - a 100 years old vet and one of the Canadian
soldiers who stormed that beach so long ago - was in attendance in Dieppe for the
solemn ceremony held to commemorate the event. The raid was a humiliating defeat
- the bloodiest and costliest day in WW2 for Canada. The bravery of the Canadians
was never in dispute – sadly, the raid was ill conceived and ill planned. 912 Canadian
soldiers lay dead on the beach that day, and hundreds more were wounded and taken
prisoner.
ONTARIO – OMG – Golly-gee - he swallowed a bee! During a recent press conference,
Ontario Premier Doug Ford coughed, spat and then announced that he had swallowed a
bee! He joked that he could hear it buzzing around inside him – and carried on with his
press conference. I don’t know whether to sympathize with Premier Ford for this incident
or to mourn the death of the bee.
~ ed
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PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TO THIS WORTHY CAUSE
Caisse Desjardins de l’Ouest-de-l’Île : Partage-Action de l'Ouest-de-l'Île | 610 Boul.
St-Jean, Suite #200, Pointe-Claire, QC H9R 3K2 Canada

When it comes to academic success,
making sure that children have all the school supplies they need is only one piece of the
puzzle. Providing homework assistance to children whose parents can’t help with their
homework, tutoring programs tailored to the child’s needs, mentoring those who are
isolated, and offering after-school programs to help identify at-risk teens, are all critical
elements needed to support academic success.
This is why we are turning to you for help this summer with our #GotYourBack to
school campaign.
#GotYourBack means offering school supplies.
#GotYourBack means homework assistance.
#GotYourBack means offering mental health support.
#GotYourBack means reaching out to at-risk youth.
#GotYourBack means offering tutoring programs.
#GotYourBack means so much more than a backpack.
All of these programs are offered by several community organisations and are designed
to meet the youth where they are, be it at school, at home, at a youth drop-in centre, or
anywhere else we’ll find them. But these organisations need your help to maintain and
grow their services.
During these times of high inflation, low-income families will definitely feel the pain of this
year’s back to school season. Caisse Desjardins de l’Ouest-de-l’Île is proud to partner
with Community Shares for this year’s back-to-school, and we commit to doubling your
donation throughout the summer until September 15 th.
Please join us by making a donation as a sign of solidarity with other West Island families.
Raise your hand and say proud & loud… #GotYourBack.
~ Sheila Laursen
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