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LAKESHORE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION

AS WE GO ZOOMING ALONG…..
Join the Zoom Meeting on your device:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/490921797.

JUNE 21ST – 10:30am

Or Zoom by phone 438 809 7799
Meeting ID is 490 921 797 # (and # if prompted)

FATHERHOOD AND DIVORCE

Tim Byrnes will reflect and discuss fatherhood when the presumptive rights of fatherhood
are challenged. We will also have the chance to share our thoughts on our own fathers,
and fathering.

WE CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE SUMMER SERVICES AT THE UNITARIAN CHURCH
OF MONTREAL
The time for summer services has arrived and Caite Clark and I, Camellia Jahanshahi,
are excited to be back with you again for another fun summer of worship! If you feel like
contributing music, a meditation, a reflection, or another skill, please contact us at
summerservices@ucmtl.ca before Monday July 6th.
This summer is very special not only because we will be continuing our services online,
but also because the CUC has put together a special nationwide worship tour which we
will be participating in. So, our availability for contributions for UCM worship are limited
to August 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, and Sept 1st. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact us!
Thank you! - Camellia and Caite, UCM

~ Sheila
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

"Grandpa, tell me about life during the pandemic...."
Since I spent most of my educational career studying history, I think
I can say, without being guilty of concocted hyperbole, that we are
living through a truly historic moment. Not the financial crises or even
world wars have caused such widespread reorientation of the daily
lives of average citizens, in practically every country around the
world, as this pandemic we are now experiencing. Work life, home
life, education, recreation and entertainment, all have been forced to
shape-shift to respond to COVID-19. A threat of death which is mobile and invisible has
the power to do what financial melt-downs and international military madness had not yet
managed to achieve. For a clearly written statement on fighting a corona-virus, I suggest
reading:
https://thetyee.ca/Analysis/2020/06/03/Vaccine-Will-Not-ErasePandemic/?utm_source=weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=080620
Sunday will be our last Sunday service of this church-year. Then we will have some time
to change the narrative, enjoy the warmer weather, and perhaps sort out a way to have
an LUUC ‘moveable feast’, where ‘geographic grouplets’ of LUUCers can enjoy outdoor
picnics, take photos, and we will put them up on our FaceBook page and website for all
to enjoy. And perhaps, halfway through, we should schedule a ZOOM check-in for 45mins/hour or so to keep in touch with all the latest gossip – oops – latest developments
in our crazily-configured, pandemic-defined lives.
~ Susan

Dori Abbott is the Caring Person for the next couple of months. You can reach her at
514-695-4421.
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HELP MARY ROWAN CELEBRATE HER 98TH BIRTHDAY ON JUNE 24
Mary Rowan, a long-time Unitarian and past active member of LUUC is celebrating her
98th birthday soon - it is on Wednesday June 24th.
Her family have come up with a Covid-respecting special celebration, and I am hoping
that many of us from LUUC can help make this possible.
The plan is that between 3 and 4 p.m. on Wednesday June 24, Mary will be seated in the
front lawn of her home (at 46 York Rd, Beaconsfield, H9W 4L2) under a pop up shade
tent and that people will drive by in their cars (or bikes) to honk, shout, sing or just speak
to her as they pass by to wish her a very happy 98th birthday. Mary's family will have 98
pink balloons and servings of strawberry shortcake to give to the first 98 people who
honour Mary with their presence.
If you have any questions, check with Sheila Laursen.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
As I go to Press - Just a quick note to let you know that
we held our AGM on Thursday evening via Zoom– with
Susan Czarnocki ably presiding – an attendance of 19 but alas no strawberry shortcake to follow – breaking a
tradition of almost seven decades. Dear Maud Bonnier,
Nancy Graham and Hélène Cimon-Auer attended on the
phone. All went well – the New Board members promised
to meet soon – and seemed keen to get on with running
our congregation in these most extraordinary times.
Challenge is hardly the word. There was much praise,
greatly deserved, for Gary Spiller and the Sunday Service
team for faithfully putting on the Zoom services each week.
~ ed
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LUUC 2020 SWEETS, SERVICES AND STUFF AUCTION

We have had a number of very generous offers for our 2020 fundraiser. For those who
have not yet contacted us please think creatively about what you might offer.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

An afternoon barbecue for a limited number of people
Something sweet or something pickled that you’ve made
A gently used item that someone else would love
A service (following appropriate distancing as required). Ideas...an afternoon drive,
yard clean up, entertaining children, singing, computer or iPad lessons
A home cooked meal delivered to someone
Plants, indoor or outdoor
More ideas and offers please. We want to make this a successful fundraiser.

Please contact:
Margaret Godbeer (514)-633-9470 margaretgodbeer@gmail.com
Sheila Larson (514) 697-4195 sheila.laursen@bell.net

POLYAMORY
In last week’s HELLO LUUC, our President reported on polyamory. She asked LUUCers
to – “Read it – write down your reactions – send them to Heather – and we can start a
conversation.” I received the following response:
We thought Susan wrote a very good report on the report of the CUC on polyamory. We
agree with the 7 principals that everyone is welcome in our Church, except for
murderers and killers. We don't need to know everyone's sexual orientation, that is
private. If our Church feels that they want to promote polyamory, we don't want to be
any longer part of it and would leave our Church. We feel disappointed that the CUC has
been so involved with this subject, while there are so many other pressing problems that
need attention at this time in our world.
~ Peter and Dori Abbott
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IN TIMES OF CORONA
THE SAGA
I have been sending you weekly epistles for the last 3 months – this is the 12th – and as
we will finish the church year this week – and my term of office on the Board is over – this
will be the last for the time being. It is up to the new Board to decide how they want the
newsletter to appear.
It has been a challenge for me – not so much to write and send the e-mail letters, but for
the 5 printed versions for those folks who do not have a computer. At first, I tried to print
them myself – and soon ran out of ink. Then came the question - where to find new ink
in Covid times! This proved very difficult and I never did succeed. I finally found
someone to print the mini-newsletters for me - and that dear man opened his shop for a
$6 order. Each week I travelled 40 kms (via Lakeshore) to pick up the newsletters – and
waited in my car while he printed them. Then home again, address and stamp envelopes,
go to the drug store and mail them – and then start on the next week’s letter! … I have
enjoyed sending you the HELLO-LUUC each week – but now, I’m taking a break!
- Heather
When I started the weekly newsletter in March, we were still deep into a Montreal winter
– and the streets were empty as I rode along Lakeshore – well - there was the occasional
dog walking his human. As the weeks went on, the miracle of spring gradually came to
the West Island and once again the sun shone, the trees leafed, the bushes thrived and
the flowers bloomed – and then out came every single bicycle in Quebec, bunched
together and cluttering up the Lakeshore Road, making driving hazardous – pandemic
forgotten.
Enjoy the nice weather – enjoy your summer – keep your masks on – social distance wash your hands frequently – and above all stay safe.
~ ed
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FINANCIAL PROJECTIONS AND VOLUNTEERS FOR 2020
From our Treasurer:
Many thanks to those of you who have
responded to the email/letter sent out last week. We hope that many
more members and friends will reply. As was said in our letter of
June 8th we are looking at a substantial increase in our deficit this year
as some of our sources of income have been severely reduced with the
onset of physical distancing.
Our congregation has remained active and engaged throughout the current pandemic via
Zoom services and reaching out to members. We do not know we will be able to resume
holding services and activities in our physical building. The feedback we’ve received is
that even when this is possible some form of online services should continue for those
who are unable to attend in person.
We are also still looking for volunteers for our committees. Please consider how you
might be able to help our community stay active.
If you can’t find the pledge appeal letter sent last week, you can find it at:
https://luuc.org/2020-pledge-appeal/, OR you can contact Margaret or Catherine and we’ll
sent you a new copy. Thank you for your ongoing support of our congregation.
~ Margaret

LUUC YOUTH CLAIRVOYANCE
New study published in Scientific Reports, on growth, deforestation, and human
population. Deforestation and world population sustainability: a quantitative analysis
"In conclusion our model shows that a catastrophic collapse in human population, due to
resource consumption, is the most likely scenario of the dynamical evolution based on
current parameters. Adopting a combined deterministic and stochastic model we
conclude from a statistical point of view that the probability that our civilization survives
itself is less than 10% in the most optimistic scenario. Calculations show that, maintaining
the actual rate of population growth and resource consumption, in particular forest
consumption, we have only a few decades [2-4 avg] left before an irreversible collapse of
our civilization."
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-636576?fbclid=IwAR17n40b4NG2MIuT5HSVYtP9E0dqqdgBHKID662VRyhyO962QjIbfPkhejM
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HOW’S THIS FOR A LOVELY PHOTO?

Many thanks to Gary Spiller who sent this lovely photo of Jean Merrifield, Jessica
Shirley and precious little Mischa.

JEAN SENDS A NOTE TO ALL
I spoke to Jean today (Thursday) and she asked that I put a small note into the newsletter
on her behalf, to thank EVERYONE, particularly the Ladies of the Caring Committee, who
phoned her, sent cards and kind messages. These messages helped her through the
lonely times when she had only the walls to speak to - and the walls were beginning to
answer her back! Jean was cheerful – as always – with that spark of fun in her voice.
She is one Amazing Lady.
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TWELVE COMMANDMENTS FOR SENIORS
#1 - It's okay to talk to yourself. There are times you need expert advice
#2 - “In Style” are the clothes that still fit.
#3 - You don't need anger management. You need people to stop pissing you off.
#4 - Your people skills are just fine. It's your tolerance for idiots that needs work.
#5 - The biggest lie you tell yourself is, “I don't need to write that down. I'll remember it.”
#6 - “On time” is when you get there.
#7 - Even duct tape can't fix stupid - but it sure does muffle the sound.
#8 -Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could put ourselves in the dryer for ten minutes, then
come out wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller?
#9 - Lately, You've noticed people your age are so much older than you.
#10 - Growing old should have taken longer.
#11 - Aging has slowed you down, but it hasn't shut you up.
#12 - You still haven't learned to act your age, and hope you never will.
And one more:
“One for the road” means peeing before you leave the house.
~ Submitted by Sheila
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LUUC, 5065 Sherbrooke, Lachine, QC. H8T 1H9: lakeshoreluuc@gmail.,com
514-637-6974 website: www/luuc.org
…and as Vera Lynn sang – ‘…We’ll Meet Again…’
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