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LAKESHORE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION

AS WE GO ZOOMING ALONG…..
Join the Zoom Meeting on your device:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/490921797.

Or Zoom by phone 438 809 7799
Meeting ID is 490 921 797 # (and # if prompted)

JUNE 14TH – 10:30 am

SHAPING THE PERSON WE WANT TO BE
AN EXPLORATION OF VIRTUE ETHICS
Our LUUC Youth

Throughout the year, the youth have explored themes of moderation,
humility, generosity, forgiveness, courage, responsibility, and fairness.
On June 14th, prepare to partake in lively discussions pertaining to
these virtues. Listen and learn as your moderator brings you into a
series of exciting, and hopefully hypothetical, events complete with
dilemmas for you to solve. Be ready for a thought-provoking service that
will surely leave you with a new perspective.
Our wonderfully committed Youth Group are going ahead with their annual End-of-Year
Sleepover on Saturday June 13th -- VIA ZOOM -- to work out the final details of their
Service this coming Sunday. They are hoping for a large turnout for this service, the
themes of which they’ve been working on for many months now… And hope to see you
there!

COMING UP NEXT WEEK:
JUNE 21ST – 10:30am

FATHERHOOD AND DIVORCE

Tim Byrnes will reflect and discuss fatherhood when the presumptive rights of fatherhood
are challenged. We will also have the chance to share our thoughts on our own fathers,
and fathering.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT – WIDENING THE CIRCLE OF INCLUSION
In an earlier report on the CUC AGM, I reported that polyamory
had appeared as a topic on the agenda. I admit that I was
surprised when I found the last item listed in the Annual Report
for 2019 was the Report of the CUC Task Force on
Polyamory. That the CUC had formed a Task force on this
subject had totally slipped my attention. I was not surprised
that it was happening, though. It seems like a logical ‘next
step’ in the advancement of open attitudes to honoring
personal choices, in the Unitarian approach to respect for
private lives. Upon examination, polyamory does seem to be
a different cross-cut of behavior from those pertaining to
sexual orientation and gender identity.
For the sake of discussion, it seems to me that polyamory would be more correctly linked
to socio-emotional outcomes related to following social norms, rather than to what I see
as more biologically driven outcomes deriving from in-utero developments and the wide
range of differing sex-hormone balances generated across billions of human individuals.
Having strong attraction and amorous feelings for more than one person does not seem
to me to be such a ‘rare’ occurrence – but being willing to establish a private home life
around relationships with more than one person veers off into a strong drive toward social
non-conformity, which takes, in my reckoning, a rather less frequently-occurring type of
personality formation.
I do not see monogamy as a life-style ‘choice’ – it is one of the strongest of our received
social-- behavioral expectations. Almost all the standard expressions of advice for living
well and most of the current entertainment vehicles – be it movies, TV dramas, novels -are built around monogamy as the default position for how relationships are best ordered
in actual life. The polyamorous are definitely swimming against a powerful ‘social current’.
The Task Force puts forth this statement for consideration by UU congregations:
•

If we wish to create truly hospitable, diverse, multigenerational communities, we
must not just tolerate but welcome, nurture, and support polyamorous people and
their families as integral parts of our spiritual communities. However, polyamory
remains a difficult concept for some to understand or accept. Canadian Unitarian
Universalism will benefit from a faith-based statement on the topic, and from
guidance that will lead to greater welcome and inclusion in our communities.

Here is the link to the Task Force Report:
https://cuc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CUC-Annual-Report-for-2019-2.pdf pp. 36-43
Read it – write down your reactions – send them to Heather – and we can start a
conversation.
~ Susan
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FROM THE TREASURER
These have been difficult times, with the onset of the Corona-19 virus and the frustrations of
self-isolation and lock-down. Thankfully, our Lakeshore community has been able to come
together and have weekly services via Zoom.
However, while Zoom has provided comfort to many of us, our major LUUC expenses, such
as rent, insurance and salaries, have remained unchanged. We are facing major challenges
in maintaining the church’s revenue, as members and friends no longer have the convenience
of contributing during the offertory. In addition, most of our pledging and fundraising activities
planned this spring have had to be postponed. We also anticipate decreased choir and
wedding fees. We are thus facing a possible increase to our usual deficit of several thousand
dollars this coming year.
The Lakeshore Board asks you to consider some form of giving. We recognize that some
families may be dealing with a reduced income and we would just like to express our deep
appreciation for any amount that you can spare. To those of you who have continued to
contribute during this difficult time, we thank you for your ongoing support.
HOW TO CONTRIBUTE: You can contribute by cheque, post-dated cheques (mailed to
LUUC 5065, rue Sherbrooke, Lachine, QC
H8T 1H9) or by eTransfers to
lakeshoretreasury@gmail.com or by going to our website luuc.org/ to donate via PayPal.
Could you please indicate a likely pledge amount which you might possibly attain during
the 2020-2021 Financial Year if your circumstances make it feasible. $_________.
Thanks to Zoom, our various committees will continue to meet virtually. Please have a
look at the list of committees below and indicate which one(s) appeal to you and the
respective committee Chair will contact you. Please check off where you’d like to be active:
Sunday Services
Membership & Communications
Spiritual Exploration (aka R.E.)
Caring for members

_____
_____
_____
_____

Community Choir
Social Justice
Stewardship & Fundraising
Hospitality Logistics

_____
_____
_____
_____

Once we are able to resume holding physical services, we will ask for volunteers to help with
the Hospitality (Greeters) and Potluck teams.
Please mail this letter back to Lakeshore or email lakeshoretreasury@gmail.com with
your pledge amount and chosen committees.
Many thanks for your contributions -- whether they be in the form of Time, Talent or Treasure.
Board members are working on the logistics of on-line/mail fund raiser. Details to follow
shortly.

Margaret Godbeer, Treasurer
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of the Lakeshore Unitarian Universalist Congregation will
take place via Zoom on Thursday June 18th at 7:30pm.
computer sign in ID 490 921 797
Phone link is the same Tel 438 809 7799 then enter Meeting ID 490 921 797#
followed by another pound key # when prompted
~ ed

FUND RAISING – VIRTUAL STYLE
I was recently very impressed with the fund-raising efforts of Union United (Ste. Anne’s).
Every year they hold a plant sale – it is their biggest effort of the year – but what to do in
times of Corona? Well – a couple of the gardeners consulted, gathered together available
plants – potted them – and every week put a list of plants on facebook and in the church
newsletter. The purchasers picked up their order, paid via PayPal, cheque or oldfashioned money – and Voila! Those ladies raised over $2,000.00 – yes - two thousand
dollars – wow!.
Margaret and Sheila want to hold LUUC’s Annual Service Auction – let’s help them
make it big. If each of us are creative and think up a unique and imaginative idea that will
excite bidders, then we can help fill our LUUC coffers. Contact Margaret (514-633-9470)
or Sheila (514-697-4195)
~ ed

Dori Abbott is the Caring Person for the next couple of months. You can reach her at
514-695-4421.

4

5

IN TIMES OF CORONA
A letter to our Hirsute PM: Dear Mr. Trudeau – please let me know when you are
thinking of opening up the hair salons. Both you and I need a haircut. You are now
looking like a 19th century poet with your bushy hair and striped beard – and I dare not
appear in public with my lackluster locks straggling down my back. Many thanks - HRF.
Great News from New Zealand – well some of it: Just as Jacinda Ardern, the PM of
New Zealand was declaring her country covid-19 free, a 5.8 earth quake struck rattling
the TV cameras. Undeterred, this brave young woman smiled and continued her speech.
In less than three years, and still under 40, Ardern has dealt with a deadly volcano; covid19; horrific bombings of muslin mosques, banned military-style guns; had a baby and now
she has to cope with an earth quake. Much goes on in that little country down under –
and many admire how their young Prime Minister has handled it all.
Quaranta: Ever wonder where the word quarantine came from? Apparently in the mid1300s during the time of the plague known as the Black Death, ships arriving at the port
city of Dubrovnik, then governed by Venice, were quarantined for forty days. Forty days’
quarantine then became the norm in many European cities.
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THIS IS THE STORY OF AARON AVNER, A FARMER…
There was a farmer who grew excellent quality corn. Every year, he won the award for
the best grown corn. One year a newspaper reporter interviewed him and learned
something interesting about how he grew it. The reporter discovered that the farmer
shared his seed corn with his neighbours. “How can you afford to share your best seed
corn with your neighbours when they are entering corn in competition with yours each
year?” the report asked.
“Why sir,” said the farmer, “didn’t you know? The wind picks up pollen from the ripening
corn and swirls it from field to field. If my neighbours grow inferior corn, cross pollination
will steadily degrade the quality of my corn. IF I AM TO GROW GOOD CORN, I MUST
HELP MY NEIGHBOURS GROW GOOD CORN.”
It is the same with our lives. Those who want to live meaningfully and well must help
enrich the lives of others. The value of life is measured by the lives it touches. And those
who choose to be happy must help others find happiness, for the welfare of each is bound
up with the welfare of all.
~ Thanks to Peter Abbott

Dori sent a prayer for us:
Lord, Thou knowest better than I know myself that I am growing older, and some day will be old.
Keep me from getting talkative, and particularly from the fatal habit of thinking, I must
say something on every subject and on every occasion.
Release me from craving to try to straighten out everybody's affairs.
Keep my mind free from recital of endless details - give me wings to get to the point.
I ask for grace enough to listen to the tales of others' pains.
Help me to endure them with patience,
But seal my lips on my own aches and pains- they are increasing and my love of
rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by.
Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally it is possible that I may be mistaken.
Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint, some of them are so hard to live
with - but a sour old man is one of the crowning works of the devil,
Make me thoughtful, but not moody; helpful, but not bossy,
With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all - but Thou knowest, Lord,
that I want a few friends at the end. Amen.
~ Thanks to Dori Abbott
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IN TIMES OF BLACK LIVES MATTER
From Samantha Lustig: In light of everything that’s happened in the wake of George
Floyd’s murder, I’ve seen a lot of calls to action online asking people to take advantage
of online resources to become better allies to the Black community. Do you think some
members of LUUC would be interested in joining an anti-racism discussion group that
meets once a week on zoom? My plan is that every week we would all watch a TED talk
(15-20 min) given by a Black speaker about the impacts of racism, and then discuss it on
Zoom.
Please let me know if you would be interested in this idea.samantha.lustig@outlook.com
~ Samantha
*****
West Island Takes a Knee: We gather in support of our Black friends and neighbours.
On Sunday June 14, 2020 West Islanders will gather at Valois park at 12:15 pm and
kneel in silent community at 12:45. Physical distancing practices obligatory, masks
mandatory.
https://facebook.com/events/s/west-island-takes-a-knee/289928389059989/?ti=icl

*****
The Film Gone With The Wind is banned - GONE from HBO due to BLM. It is thought
that the Blacks in the movie are depicted as too subservient to their former White masters.
Black actress Hattie McDaniel won the Oscar for best supporting actress in 1940 for her
role as Scarlet’s Mammy.
William Faulkner said, “The past is never dead – it’s not even the past.”
~ From Requiem for a Nun
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&How are you doing in Hawkesbury, Ontario Monica?
%
$
#

I often applaud your brave
move to that other province. It’s Monica Warren’s birthday on June 18th. Happy Birthday
Monica – we all hope life is going well for you.
~ ed

TRY THIS IF YOU DARE!

Dori and Peter Abbott’s grandson and his girl friend have started a new business. We
wish them luck. Do look at their link: https://acroyogaglobal.com
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AS WE GO TO PRESS - THESE JUST CAME IN
KIM PATE IS ONE OF MY HEROES: Even if you just watch/listen for 15-20 minutes, I
think you will be impressed. The First Unitarian Congregation of Ottawa invites UUs
across Canada to join our Sunday forum on Prison Policy, June 14 at 9:00am Eastern.
Prison Policy during COVID-19 and More
Senator Kim Pate was appointed to the Senate of Canada on November 10, 2016. She
is a nationally renowned advocate who has spent the last 40 years around the legal and
penal systems of Canada with and on behalf of some of the most marginalized, victimized,
criminalized and in particular imprisoned youth, men and women. Sponsored by the
Global Justice Working Group, First Unitarian Congregation of Ottawa.
ZOOM LINK Meeting ID: 840 1479 5237 Password: 127384
Regards, Maury Prevost
CUC Liaison, First Unitarian Congregation of Ottawa

~ Submitted by Susan

When will we emerge?
COVID-19 MOBILE TESTING CLINIC
Without appointment and free - Testing for the local population
Individuals who have symptoms of Covid 19 – fever, coughing, difficulty breathing
Individuals who do not have symptoms of Covid-19 but have been in contact with people
who have tested positive for Covid-19.
Bring your health insurance card. If you don’t have one – bring some ID
For more information 514-644-4545 or Quebec.ca/en/coronavirus
Time and Place:
John Rennie High School, 501, Saint-Jean boulevard, Pointe-Claire (Québec) H9R 3J5
June 11 (Wednesday) to June 13 (Saturday) 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
~ submitted by Sheila
9

10

WISE WORDS FROM CLIFFORD LINCOLN
The knee that senselessly squeezed out the very last breath from George Floyd’s life will
remain etched in time as a symbol of the inhumanity of one to another — and of the
arrogant contempt for the dignity of being and equality that is the fundamental right of
every individual in a free society.
That Floyd’s main reason for losing his life was the colour of his skin makes the crime all
the more abhorrent, especially as it is but the most recent in a lengthy series of such
brutal killings.
The knee that senselessly squeezed out the very last breath from George Floyd’s life will
remain etched in time as a symbol of the inhumanity of one to another — and of the
arrogant contempt for the dignity of being and equality that is the fundamental right of
every individual in a free society.
That Floyd’s main reason for losing his life was the colour of his skin makes the crime all
the more abhorrent, especially as it is but the most recent in a lengthy series of such
brutal killings.
Time and again have racialized people denounced in the most forceful tones the systemic
injustice and brutality visited as a matter of course upon them and their communities.
Time and again have they taken to the streets in justified protests. Yet the systemic
injustice persists, as does the needless brutality.
This time, however, the massive ongoing protests, in the United States and around the
world, seem likely to lead to a different and more hopeful outcome.
What I have found most striking while watching the television reports of these protests is
that they are overwhelmingly composed of young people, and of young people of all racial
origins. Day in and day out and into the night, these thousands upon thousands of young
people have demonstrated for the major part most peacefully and with obvious
commitment.
Most convincing and uplifting is the solid determination of this impressive mass of young
people not to rest until they have obtained a firm commitment for change: for change that
will ensure true equality of chances and social justice for all.
This is becoming a special and defining moment in time — and a truly formidable force
toward meaningful change, in the United States and beyond.
The cosy and comfortable world many of us have known before COVID-19 may become
a very different one. The economies of even the richest countries have been decimated
and may take several years to be restored to their normalcy. The World Bank now
forecasts the most dire economic consequences for the poor regions of the world.
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Despite these depressing forecasts, we must continue to live in hope, to strive for the
better and fairer world that our young people are demanding. For history shows that out
of catastrophe and disaster, renewal and hope, if spurred by vision and determination,
not only can, but will, open their way forward. In our living memories, the calamities and
devastation of the Second World War brought about the United Nations, a united Europe,
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Mahatma Gandhi’s passive and peaceful
resistance succeeded in dethroning an all-powerful colonial regime. When Martin Luther
King Jr. spoke so eloquently of his dream for equality, and gave his life for it, he could
never have imagined that within four decades his country would have elected, and reelected, its first Black president. Out of 27 years of the harshest solitary imprisonment,
Nelson Mandela’s wisdom and fortitude forged a pact of reconciliation, and the building
of a Rainbow Nation.
Yes, paradoxically, the injustice of George Floyd’s death, as well as the lessons of the
pandemic, which has already wrought a disproportionately vast toll on communities of
colour, do offer us the challenge of change, renewal and hope. And the young generation
now demonstrating for a fairer world are our surest promise toward that global community
of social justice in a sustainable world. If my own grandchildren and their peers I happen
to know are an example, I find the young people of today open-minded, down-to-earth,
and without prejudice; well-educated, well-informed and committed; respectful of their
fellow human-beings; and anxious to live in a clean and sustainable world.
I am convinced they will build a fairer and more sustainable world than my generation has
done.
Clifford Lincoln, 91, is a former Quebec cabinet minister and former federal MP. He lives
in Baie d’Urfé.
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