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LAKESHORE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION

AS WE GO ZOOMING ALONG…..
Join the Zoom Meeting on your device:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/490921797.

Or Zoom by phone 438 809 7799
Meeting ID is 490 921 797 # (and # if prompted)

APRIL 26TH – 10:30am

TOWARDS A CARING ECONOMY
Professor Leah Temper, McGill University

Women leaders are supporting a caring economy with effective social and public health
measures. Many countries led by men have experienced shortages of test chemicals,
masks, gloves and gowns for health care workers and mixed and contradictory
messages. Some countries are encouraging faster return to school and work. Women
leaders seem more prepared to embrace change to a new and caring economy while
some male leaders want a return to the old oil-based economy.
Service Leader – Gary Spiller

Musician – Kerry-Anne Kutz

There will be an Electoral Meeting after the service to elect the new Board of Directors
for 2020/2021
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PROPOSED NEW BOARD
You will be asked to approve the following nominees for the Board of Directors for
2020/2021:
President – Susan Czarnocki
2 years
Vice President – Gary Spiller
1 year
Treasurer - Margaret Godbeer 1 year
Secretary – Sheila Laursen
2 years
Director B – Selina Rooker-Sanchez – 2 years
NB: Rob Lutes is the 6th Board member, who has another year to serve as Director A.
*****
MAY 3rd – 10:30am

COMFORT
Susan Czarnocki

This pandemic focuses daily attention on the counting of deaths – hardly an edifying
subject. How is all this affecting you? Perhaps you were once taught the 23rd Psalm,
and the words now seem to resonate: Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear not, for they rod and thy staff they comfort me.
What if Unitarians were to rewrite the 23rd Psalm – what imagery would you propose
that brings you comfort? Where, currently are you looking for comfort – and where are
you finding it? Make a few notes on bringing comfort – Unitarian style. Send them to me,
and I will gather your thoughts. Can we create a Unitarain version of the 23rd Psalm?
*****
Jean Merryfield is sure that Gary Spiller is trying to train her voice – as he often asks
her to read the meditation on Sunday mornings. Jean tells me that there are now 3 cases
of the virus in her residence – so, confined to her apartment, she is still looking at the
same four walls and wondering what to do next?
~ ed
You may wish to view the following performances again:
1. Short film of our LUUC SE Families reading Carole Martignacco's poem, The
Everything Seed, presented during the Easter Sunday Service 2020:
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LJ1sT_Z4TIV1Fz6wGWS6J1CBxGQnJh5q
2. Kerry-Anne & Michael's concert for Kids with Cancer:
https://www.facebook.com/kerryanne.kutz/videos/10159530982748572/
3. Rob Lutes in concert at home:
https://www.facebook.com/rob.lutes.fanpage/videos/612253663024007/

3

SECURITY IS NO LONGER A QUESTION
If you care to contribute to Lakeshore and you do bank on-line, please consider making
an eTransfer via Interac. When you get to that section of your banking site,
choose ‘send an email’ and address it to lakeshoretreasury@gmail.com.
You NO LONGER need to write a security question as our BMO account now
accepts eTransfers via Interac automatically.
Don’t forget to indicate the amount and which of your accounts you want take the money
from. There is also a small memo line so IF you want the contribution to go to a special
purpose just add one word there, such as Youth, Music, Sharing [Our Faith], Suitcases
or Christmas [baskets].
If you need more details on giving to Lakeshore, please write to the Treasurer via this
very same email address: lakeshoretreasury@gmail.com.
~ Christopher Thomson
NANCY AND FRIENDS
Dear LUUC Knitting Group,
I’ve just finished eight teddy bears for
Teddies for Tragedies and will be mailing
them, along with Dori’s bear, to the Toronto
address, on behalf of our LUUC Knitting
Group.
These bears are all cheerful little souls and
they are looking forward to meeting children
who will love them. "
%
$
#
If you have any bears to send as well, feel
free to drop them off at my house and I’ll
include them in the box.
Hope all of you are well and content during this at-home time. Thank God for knitting,
music, etc.!
Take care and much love,
Nancy

STAY SAFE – PRACTICE P-H-Y-S-I-C-A-L DISTANCING – WASH YOUR HANDS
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
As I suggested in the last bulletin, it is important that we try to be part
of the solution to the failures in the provision of humane long-term-care
in Quebec. I have written the following letter which I have vetted with
members of the Board, and which will be sent out in the name of
LUUC. We considered it to be non- controversial, so we are not taking
time to vet it further. Let's move quickly to put it out into the public
discourse. Perhaps some of you would want to write your own letters
on this topic as well.
***
Dear Premier/Minister of Health/local MNAs/Lynn McVey, the Director of the CIUSSS of the West
Island/Montreal Gazette
The COVID=19 pandemic has placed a spotlight on major gaps in the provision of care in
Quebec’s long-term care homes. We offer the following suggestions as part of insuring safety and
security for our senior citizens.
Inadequate public funding for elder care is shameful. What does it say about us, if those who
care for the elderly are among the lowest paid in the work-force? Lack of staff is a continuing
issue. The latest Budget provided for additional hiring, but we are told that such low wage jobs
attracted few applicants. The announced increase in wages is much needed.
Another suggestion would be to have a 'hotline' where PPE could be allocated fairly, at subsidized
prices, and delivered quickly.
But above all else, we need to examine our presumptions to determine how we overlooked a
major security-gap that was hiding in plain sight. Despite several waves of rapidly spreading
diseases washing over us in the last few decades, public health agencies have not required such
institutions and residences to have well-developed plans for protecting those in their care in the
event of such emergencies.
We are suggesting that social-care institutions and residences which house large numbers of
individuals in dormitory /hotel style residences should be required by law to file Emergencyresponse Plans detailing local quarantine procedures, and logistics for securing quarantine
locations off-site, should there be a need. Such institutions and residences should have welldeveloped plans in the event of a pandemic, to be updated at least every five years. Such plans
should include provision for close observation, testing, and ultimately, evacuation of infected
individuals to pre-designated sites. These measures should be an explicit part of the funding
formula for public facilities and required in obtaining a license for private residences.
Now is the time to launch draft-legislation for such plans for evaluation and debate.
Yours truly,
Susan Hook Czarnocki, President
Lakeshore Unitarian Universalist Congregation
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Disbelief: Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families and
friends of the victims and to all those affected by this shocking
loss of life in Nova Scotia.
~ ed

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO CAPTAIN TOM
Happy 100th Birthday to Captain Tom on April 30th – the veteran who completed 100
garden walks to raise money for the NHS – the British health service. He has received
over 65,000 birthday cards and a production line of 20 volunteers are opening them for
him. The cards are being displayed at Bedford School where his grandson attends.
Captain Tom has now raised the astounding amount of £28m (48,756,588. $) for the
National Health Service. I wouldn’t be surprised if they give him a knighthood!

Captain Tom on completion of his 100 garden walks
*****

A COUPLE OF PUZZLERS FOR YOU
1.Johnny’s mother had three children. The first child was named April, the second child
was named May. What was the third child’s name?
2.There is a clerk at the butcher shop. He is five feet ten inches tall and he wears size13
sneakers. What does he weigh?
3.Before Mount Everest was discovered, what was the highest mountain in the world?
(answers next week)
~ ed
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THE CASE OF THE DISAPPEARING SOUP
You may remember way back in March, that this reporter reported that a container of
exotic soup – chicken, lentil and lichee to be precise – disappeared. We asked Scotland
Yard to investigate, but they arrived in Montreal during a snow storm, took one sniff of the
frigid air, turned around and wisely went straight back to London. I can now bring you an
updated report. The perpetrator has confessed!
The story goes that he/she bought 6 containers of soups and PAID FOR THEM – (this is
confirmed) - and put them in his/her home freezer. However, he/she helped him/herself
to the soups out of the freezer on the church stage, without realizing that some of them
had already been sold to others. When he/she decided to have a bowl of soup one cold
day last week, there was the chicken soup at the bottom of his/her own freezer.
M-o-r-t-i-f-i-c-a-t-i-o-n!
All charges have now been dropped and the name has been withheld as the culprit is
over age – and it would embarrass his/her grandchildren.
~ ed

PLEASE ADD TO YOUR DIRECTORY
Nirupam Silver’s details:
522 rue Dominion,
Montreal, Qc. H3J 2R6

514-933-3805
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2020 STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Lakeshore is ending its 2019-2020 Financial Year (FY) on 30 April under
the exceptional and stressful circumstances of the coronavirus
pandemic. However, as a community, we have shown great resilience
and have come together through on-line services initiated and organized
by Gary Spiller on the Zoom platform.
Of course, the pandemic with the resulting sudden economic recession
has had a major impact on Lakeshore's investments with Lester Asset Management
(LAM). We started our current FY in May 2019 with just over $ 334 000 and at the end of
February, having drawn out $ 10 000 for expenses during the year, we stood at about
$ 324 000. Then, boom, we lost $ 50 000 in March in market valuation. (April is not yet
available.) However, we have NOT realized any losses for we hold on to our long-term
investments and there is a good chance that within two years, if not sooner, there will be
a fair degree of recovery of the lost ground. And when we draw down on our LAM
account, the money comes out of the interest-bearing savings portion (about a third of the
total), which still grows very modestly, and NOT out of the long-term investment portion
which is suffering the ups and downs of the stock market.
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On the income side, as the Income graph below shows, we actually did better than in
2018-2019, despite contributions made during Sunday Services having disappeared over
the last two months and the Service Auction being postponed to this autumn (hopefully).
Without going into too much detail, I will just note that in most categories of income, except
fund-raising, we came close to or even exceeded our 2019-2020 budgeted goals.
In addition to generous contributions to our general operating budget, extra donations
were made by several people to the Youth budget with a view to sending four of our young
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people to the Canadian Unitarian Council gathering in Halifax, scheduled for May 2020,
but sadly canceled due to the pandemic. We also gave generously to the Sharing Our
Faith collection and to the Maple Grove school Christmas baskets via the Society St.
Vincent de Paul.
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On the expenditure side, the Covid-19 virus had much less impact as we pay for rent,
telephone, internet services and employee salaries even though we have switched from
using a physical site to a virtual one, thanks to the Zoom platform. During this year, we
increased the honorarium paid to outside lay speakers from $ 100 to $ 125, while fees to
religious speakers stayed the same. In terms of Property expenses, we purchased a
new copier / printer (with a maintenance contract). We were also hit with a major
proposed increase to our insurance premiums, but by recalibrating our coverage to take
into account our actual property inventory and our substantial investments, we kept the
actual expense to just a little more than the budget envelope.
Looking at the Expenditures graph below, we can see that our expenses are at just about
the same level as in 2016-2017. Unfortunately, our Income has not gone up to the 20162017 level. The absence of weekly contributions by members and friends attending the
services and the damper put on fund-raising activities make the outlook for the coming
year a wee bit more problematic.
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Fortunately, there are a number of members and friends able to pledge each year a
regular financial contribution, sometimes in the form of post-dated monthly cheques. We
are hoping that most of these regular donors might still be able to continue their traditional
support of Lakeshore, despite the hard economic times we are going through. See also
the item above ''Security Is No Longer A Question,'' about how you could contribute from
time to time to our community's financial well-being.
~ Christopher Thomson
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BIRTHDAY SERENADE FOR GARY SPILLER, COVID-19 STYLE!

Photo by Susan Czarnocki
It was a cold day – but that did not stop these enthusiastic LUUCers from singing Happy
Birthday to Gary Spiller on April 24th. Jane Edwards is in the pink jacket, in the
middle the birthday boy Gary. Kerry-Anne is in the red coat with Michael beside her.

Take good care of yourselves LUUCers – my granddaughter Chelsea took this photo by
the old windmill in Pointe Claire.
~ ed
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