LAKESHORE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION

WE ZOOMED IT!
Many thanks to Gary Spiller for setting up the March 29 th Sunday
Service by ZOOM and everyone else who helped and participated.
Whether we appeared virtually or hung on the phone for an hour and
a half, we felt like pioneers of a brand-new invention as we dialed in
to listen to Robert Green give his talk on Indigenous History and the
Federal Politics of Reconciliation. 40 of us participated – including a couple of visitors.
Maud Bonnier was thrilled and felt she belonged to the congregation once more –
Jean Merryfield enjoyed the experience too and both are looking forward to next
Sunday. They thank Gary Spiller for his patience in teaching them how to ZOOM and
feel modern! Kerry-Anne Kutz composed and sang a song on the environment, Bella
and Olivia sang Yesterday, Christopher Thomson lit the candles and Gary was the
service leader.
At the March Board Meeting, we discussed the ZOOM possibility at length – and to
everyone’s delight it turned out much better than we dared to hope. Be prepared for
Sunday, April 5th – when we will have another go…..
April 5th, 2020 - 10:30 a.m.

GROWING EDGES
Rev. Dr. Heather Fraser

Fawcett
Using a term from the art and science of Professional Chaplaincy, “growing edges,”
Heather will reflect on some of the growing edges of religion, spirituality and health, and
how these intertwine. She’ll consider the necessity of knowing our own growing edges,
and the growing edges of our communities.
Much has changed since Heather wrote the above introduction to her Sunday service.
Given all the change, she has narrowed the focus of this service, to “what are our
individual, and collective “growing edges” in the midst of this pandemic? Should we be
attending to these growing edges with so much else going on? And if so, how do we
work with our growing edges at this particular time? Please join us!
Sheila Laursen is slated to do refreshments – I haven’t a clue how she will manage
that – but hey! hey! hey! – Sheila usually finds a way!
~ ed
TREASURER’S REPORT

I’d like to start by reassuring everyone that Lakeshore UU Congregation has a very
substantial investment fund worth over $ 324 000 (at the end of
February 2020), which provides us with a financial cushion in
these difficult times.
Roughly two thirds is in long-term
investments while one third is in an interest-generating savings
account. Our own fund managers, Lester Asset Management,
and the Canadian Unitarian Council’s fund manager both suggest
that our best strategy is to hold our investments and ride out the
crisis this year, despite the current sharp drops in stock market
valuations.
We had planned our Annual Service Auction for the end of March, but considering this
activity is something we enjoy doing live, when we are gathered together, the Board has
postponed it to the Fall when we hope we will be able to resume services in the Church.
Likewise, the Board had planned to offer the Congregation a catered lunch on 12 April,
during which the Treasurer was to make the Stewardship Presentation and distribute
Pledge forms. This is obviously no longer possible.
Instead, later in April, the Treasurer will send out a Stewardship Presentation by email
and by Canada Post to those without email. He will subsequently phone those members
who have been able, in the past, to put a definite figure to their annual pledge to see if,
in the current circumstances, they wish make a pledge for 2020-2021.
Many members prefer to give what they can, when they can throughout the year, by
dropping cheques or cash into the Sunday Service collections. This is currently not
possible, but, there are three ways members and friends of the Congregation can keep
the money rolling in:
1 . The traditional way: Mail a cheque (or post-dated cheques for the year) to
Lakeshore UU Congregation, Attention the Treasurer.
2. Go into your own on-line banking site, and select eTransfers via Interac. There,
choose ‘send an email’ and address it to lakeshoretreasury@gmail.com. You need
to write a security question and a one-word response before selecting the amount you
wish to transfer to Lakeshore.
YOU MUST NOT EMAIL THE TREASURER THE RESPONSE TO THE SECURITY
QUESTION. So you must write a question, which however you do it, REQUIRES THE
SAME RESPONSE as this model question:
‘’Who set up the Zoom services?’’ [family name]. Don’t forget to write in the correct
response before sending!

~ Continued/…
Continued/…

3. Eventually, we will also set up a PayPal Charity account with a simple contribution
C
button on our Website. This is NOT READY YET so please use one of the above two
methods for the time being.
Alternatively, the Treasurer would be pleased if you left a bag full of gold pieces of eight
at his front door.
If you need more details on maintaining your contributions to Lakeshore, please phone
me at 514 634 5916.
Finally, for all communications with the current and future Lakeshore Treasurers
concerning not only financial issues but also any Board related matters, please use the
new institutional email address lakeshoretreasury@gmail.com !
For personal
communications with me, kindly continue using my email address as found in the
Directory.
Christopher Thomson, Treasurer

MASKS
Does anyone have a sewing machine and
f a b r i c ? Are you interested is sewing
masks?
Margaret Godbeer has rummaged through
her stored possessions, found her sewing
machine – and is set to go… If you are
interested in sewing masks – please ‘join’
with her. She has lots of ideas. Please
see the following website for one pattern –
but
Margaret
has
several
more
to
choose
from:
https://lmoore18.wixsite.com/canadasews

Do give yourself a little treat – this comes from Eric Wilson via Dori Abbott:
http://volkerpannes.de/portfolio/bird-song-opera/

THE GRINCH SAYS: - SCRAM - GO HOME - AND STAY HOME

IN TIMES OF CORONA
Ever Cheerful and Optimistic - Dori’s Take… These uncertain times could make us
feel very anxious because it is out of our control. We can only master what we have
control over. What do we do with our time? Do we develop new interests, new passions
etc. I thought it might be helpful if we share with each other how we do that. We might
get new ideas from each other. I spend my time with being in touch with friends and
family by phone and e-mail, play my instruments, learn French by Duolingo, go for
walks, read and watch a movie. The time goes really fast.
~
Dori Abbott
Catherine From Vancouver… I signed in (for the sing-a-long) at 7:30 and no one was
there... then I remembered the time change and that I was trying at 10:30 est! Needless
to say, everyone was gone... Hope it was epic!
~ Catherine
Forbes
Susan is Practicing her Cookery Skills… When I spoke to Susan Czarnocki today,
she was making banana bread. I know she makes great cranberry bread – so I’m sure
the banana variety will be good as well – too bad we can’t have samples!
~ ed
Gary hosted a Zoom meeting with the SE youth group. Damian gave a great
interactive presentation on generosity with Brie, Ariel, Talia, Bella, Olivia and
Catherine attending. Gary had to leave after an hour but the others went on to play
pictionary using Zoom audio only and it seemed to work fine. It would be great if we
could connect our seniors using the same technology.
Has anyone used Aid for Seniors for grocery shopping? – Talk to Gary.
Alcohol sales have gone up 40% in the last month. ~ CBC

THE INVASION
Many streets in the UK and indeed all over
the world, have gone silent and Llandudno
in north Wales is no exception.
A daring
crew of wild Kashmiri goats – seeing an
opportunity to eat the town’s flowers and
shrubs unimpeded – have invaded in full
force. They hang out on the lawns, march in
unison, cut the grass and generally give free
entertainment to the townspeople.
~
Submitted by
Nancy Schmidt

SOULFUL SINGING IS NOW ON ZOOM. DAILY FROM 9 - 10 A.M.
I've found that the daily group is a great start to start my day and a
super opportunity to sing in community with Wendy Luella.
Rev. Wendy Luella Perkins is a professional hospital and university
Chaplain who lives in Kingston, Ontario. She is a U.U. Community
Minister affiliated with the Kingston Unitarian Fellowship. She is originally from Nova
Scotia. Wendy Luella has been leading Soulful Singing groups for 18 years.
This is the first group to be on ZOOM and I believe it's also the first daily group. But you
don't have to participate every day. And visitors as well as regular singers are welcome.
Unless it's not financially viable, regular attendees are asked to make a donation to
Wendy's ministry. Looking forward to singing with you!
~ Heather F.F.

UU

Clergy
Join DAILY Morning Soulful Singing via Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/192861308?pwd=NEV5T21aRVpNblF1SUlVUUNSd1lIdz09
Meeting ID: 192 861 308
Password: 704436

RAN OUT OF WIPES?
Pour 1 ½ capfuls of Clorex into 5 cups of warm water in a
large mason jar. Wipe down surfaces with a cloth dipped in the Clorex mixture. When
finished, leave the cloth in the mason jar. Smells great and lasts a long time.
~ Submitted by Constance Bélanger

STAY SAFE – PRACTICE P-H-Y-S-I-C-A-L DISTANCING – WASH YOUR HANDS
UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN
EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS IN THE PHILIPPINES

In February earlier this year, we
collected clothes and other articles for
victims of the earthquake in the Philippines. The young people who collected the boxes
from our church one Sunday morning, graciously sent us the following thank you note.

Hi Sheila,
I would like to thank you and the people of LUUC that supported our
relief drive for Taal. We filled 6 cargo boxes in total. It will be a great help
to many families back home. Thank you so much for all your help. May God
continue to shower blessings to all of you.
Much love, Princess Diaz and Family
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