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LAKESHORE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION
5065 Sherbrooke Street,
Lachine, QC H8T 1H9
(514) 637-6974

SEPTEMBER 2017
September 10th - 10:30 am.

COMING HOME
Tim Byrnes
As the Lakeshore community rejoins for a new season of services, Tim will
discuss the concept of home as a feeling within our community. To be aware
that homelessness exists not just for the shelterless. Homeless also refers to
those who feel left out and apart from their family and community.
Sercive Leader - Michael Rooker
Musician: Kerry-Anne Kutz

Hospitality: Kathy/Gabor Matyas

And the Lord said unto John, “Come forth and you will receive eternal life.” But
John came fifth and won a toaster.
- courtesy Susan Czarnocki
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September 17th - 10:30 a.m. WHAT’S YOUR STORY – (AND WHERE DOES
IT LEAD?)
Rev. Nicoline Guerrier
Every religious tradition tells a story about what it means to be human, and
provides a roadmap for living responsibly. In this first of a series looking at the
connections between faith, community-building, and our multicultural world, we’ll
look at some of the directions Unitarian Universalism might lead to in this 21 st
century.
Rev. Nicoline Guerrier is a UU minister from Montreal, Quebec, who has recently
been contracted to work with the UU Fellowship of Plattsburgh, NY.
Service Leader - Sari Kelen
Musician: Kerry-Anne Kutz

Hospitality: Monique Riedel
Annelise Ogle

September 24, 2017 - 10:30 a.m.

DRAWING THE LINE
Susan Czarnocki
How often these days, do you find yourself thinking that something that you
heard or observed “crossed a line” that you consider important. Fast paced
change creates more and more controversy about where certain types of “lines”
should be drawn. As well, North American individualism promotes debate about
when the “drawing of lines” honours the human spirit, and when it cripples it.
Join me in a consideration of where we should be ‘drawing the line” between
“Thou shalt not” and ‘anything goes’.
Service Leader: Ariel Amstutz
Musician: Kerry-Anne Kutz

Hospitality: James Sisley
Jose van Ameronen

PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO POTLUCK LUNCHEON THIS
MONTH
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome back to LUUC, everyone! It's hard to believe the summer is just about
over! Ariel (and Bella) start CEGEP tomorrow (August 21st)! It's a sure sign that
lazy days of summer are waning.
While most of you have been enjoying the summer, going on vacations, visiting
or receiving visitors, attending BBQs, etc., the Board has been busy organizing
the resumption of our services. The Sunday Services Committee has already
lined up services up to early November!
The Board's primary focus this year, besides planning Sunday Services, will be to
increase our membership. To that end, we are revamping the website to include
a blog feature. This should make LUUC more visible online, which in turn will
entice more people to come and attend some of our services. Well, that's the
plan ... The Membership Committee is working hard to make this vision a reality.
As well as our Sunday Services, choir practices will also resume on September
10th after the service.
Meanwhile, enjoy what's left of the summer, and I hope to see everyone in fine
form in September.
- Irene
SAMANTHA
Our administrative secretary, Samantha Lustig is back at work after a summer
break - her office hours will be Friday afternoons 2:00 – 5:00 pm. Apart from her
everyday duties, Samantha will be working on a special project of digitalizing our
historical records. Thank you Sam – this is a task long overdue. Samantha will
be posting the monthly Board Minutes on the bulletin board outside the office.
- ed
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Happy Birthday to Bella Gavanski September 3rd. Bella has recently graduated
from Westwood High School in Hudson and will attend Dawson College in the
’fall where she will study Social Science in a program called North South Studies.
This summer Bella had a chance to visit Serbia where she was able to connect
with the culture and the people.
Happy Birthday to Brianne Amstutz on September 7th. ‘Bree’ is starting Grade 8
at Westmount High School this ’fall. She spent 5 weeks as a CIT (counsellor in
training) at the Cote-St-Luc day-camp this summer. As you can imagine she did
a fantastic job and her mother reports that she set the example for the other CITs
to follow.
Happy Birthday to Lois Read on September 27th - a long time member of LUUC.
Enjoy your special day Lois with your loving family.
Happy Birthday to Cormac Lutes who is turning 9 on September 28t h - he'll be
going into Grade 4 at Clearpoint Elementary in Pointe Claire. Cormac had a very
active summer - he went to golf camp, kayaking camp, as well as going on family
vacations to Cape Cod, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. While in the Maritimes,
he saw the tall ships in Lunenburg and swam in the many rivers and lakes, as
well as the Atlantic Ocean. Wow Cormac – what a wonderful summer!
Belated Best Birthday wishes are also in order for the LUUCers who were born in
August - we hope that Maud, dear petite Alba, John, Susan Cz, Gabor,
Margot, Heather One F and Susan Hawker enjoyed their special day.
ed
*****
There is talk of lowering the voting age. No, not for young people – but for
seniors! Why? – apparently they vote conservatively en bloc.
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WHO DOES WHAT AT LUUC
Irene Hausknost, President: Choir
Paul Sullivan, Vice President: Property; NCA liaison; Chaplain Liaison
Christopher Thomson, Treasurer: Fundraising; Mutual Aid
Susan Czarnocki, Board Secretary: Publicity/Website/Meet-Up; Membership
Committee, Denominational Affairs. Liaison with Admin. Secretary.
Rob Lutes, Director A: At Large
Peter Abbott, Director B: Hospitality and Fun & Frolics
NON–BOARD MEMBERS WHO HEAD COMMITTEES
Dori Abbott - Telephone Committee
Jose van Amerongen - Caring
Heather Falconer - Newsletter
Kerry-Anne Kutz - Music Director
Sheila Laursen - Sunday Services and Social Action Committees
Monique Riedel - S.E. – (temporary)
James Sisley - Responsible Membership Committee

2017-2018 HOSPITALITY-GREETERS
Our coffee gatherings after Sunday Service are important times we all enjoy.
Our hospitality team asks all members to participate in the 2017-2018 roster they
have made for weekly hospitality-greeters. In this plan, members are scheduled
to be involved only twice (2) per year to make coffee and greet.
For the pot-luck luncheons – our other regular social activity – most people will
be asked just once (1) this church year. Everyone will be reminded when it is
their turn. You will receive complete information via e-mail/mail.
Your hospitality committee is comprised of Dori, Heather and Peg with Peter
liaison to the Board, but without saying, all members are individually involved for
the encouragement and support we bring to our congregation.
- Peter Abbott
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NANCY’S MESSAGE
Once again we will collect foods for “Le Fond du Depannage (WIAF). I have
space in my car trunk and I can point my wheels up Sources Boulevard to
Roxboro when it is full of your wonderful and unselfish food cans!
This year the need is horrific. We can give the little extras that supplant the big
tomato paste, pasta and bean donations from the food companies. Please bring
t h e other little treats (inexpensive too) – mushrooms, olives, green beans,
spinach, salmon, sardines, peaches, orange slices, plus all kinds of soups!
The WIAF is a large responsible organization serving the dire poverty in the north
from St. Charles on the west to Sources Boulevard including newly landed
families with children. Toiletries would help too! Tissues, toothpaste, shampoo.
So bring those ‘extras’ from your kitchen cupboard shelves and come share a
friendly Sunday morning with us.
- Nancy Graham
A BUSY SUMMER FOR LUUCers
A car load of people journeyed to North Hatley for the annual picnic – always a
fun time with good company and lovely scenery; Kerry-Anne organized a
couple of well-attended concerts; a dozen of us enjoyed breakfast at Ken’s Den
in Valois – where we made lots of happy noise; many attended the summer
BBQs at Gaetane/Tim’s, Sari/Phil’s, Susan Cz’s and Natalie’s – always fun
with good food; several trips were made out to the Macdonell-Williamson House
near Pointe Fortune, where we enjoyed an English Cream Tea; a couple of us
attended a lecture at McGill on cycling from Istanbul to Samarkand, Uzbekistan;
a n d Sheila, with the help of Monica, Susan Cz. and Stuart discovered and
explored Ile St. Bernard – sounds like a must-go-see destination.
- ed

6

7

The movies at the Pointe Claire Library seem very interesting this month – and
are free to all. Let’s make a date!
THE ZOOKEEPER’S WIFE: Wednesday, September 6th @ 1:30 pm.
Based on a true story: Poland in 1939 - a family owns their own zoo in Warsaw –
Germany invades and the family is forced to accept a Nazi zoologist
as head of their zoo. At great personal risk, the family uses the zoo’s
secret cages and tunnels to hide and save people from the Nazi
death camps.
A UNITED KINGDOM: Wednesday September 27th @ 1:30 pm.
A true story: England in the late 1940s - Seretse Khama, a young Botswana
chief falls in love and marries Ruth Williams, a white English office clerk and
causes an international uproar. (How could she marry a black man? – tut tut –
How could he marry a typist? – disgraceful! I remember it all so well – ed.)
However, their love triumphs over all obstacles and changes the course of
African history. Rosamund Pike and David Oyelowo star – both excellent actors.
NANCY’S FANCY
For the last several years, Nancy Graham has been growing milk-weed in her
back garden to attract the monarch butterflies. At this time of year, the seeds are
forming and Nancy has decided to collect the pods before they open fully, bag
them and sell them to whoever would like to grow milk-weed in their garden. The
nominal cost of $1.00 will go into LUUC’s coffers. Please contact Nancy at 514631-6196 should you wish to purchase a package of pods.
- Nancy Graham
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Mary Writes…
Speaking of her apartment building on Cartier, Mary says, “We help each other
out in this building, which was partially founded by Rev. Fred Cappuccino, our
minister emeritus, who, when he and Bonnie lived in Pointe Claire, helped to
found W.I.S.E.: West Island Senior Enterprises, because Fred felt that seniors
needed an inexpensive place to live in.”
- Mary Hunter
A CAMPAIGN TO FIX CANADA’S BROKEN REFUGEE SYSTEM
The Canadian Unitarian Council has put out an appeal to UU’s across Canada to
join in a campaign to urge the government to deploy much needed resources to
alleviate the crisis in the Refugee System. There is an estimated backlog of
40,000 cases awaiting processing, not to mention the current stream of Haitians
crossing into Quebec, because of fear of the Trump administration’s negative
attitude to refugees.
The CUC is concerned for the estimated 1,000 private sponsorship groups
waiting for the Canadian government to process their requests for refugee
families, including our own Summerlea Refugee Sponsorship Coalition, whose
process had been stalled for some months now. The sponsorship groups have
raised the amounts of money ($30-50K per family) required to resettle refugee
families. The cost to fix the refugee system is a drop in the bucket compared to
the $40 million already raised by private sponsors.
HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Today, please hand write a short, simple, personal, courteous but firm and
pointed letter (one page is good), asking the government to live up to its promise
of welcoming refugees by allocating resources to deal with the backlog. For
further details about this issue, and a sample letter, please see the lead article at
http://cuc.ca.
- Susan Czarnocki
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SUMMER NEWS – HISTORIC AND CURRENT
Two hundred years ago, German Baron Karl von Drais demonstrated his latest
invention, the draisienne – a two-wheeled horseless vehicle propelled by its rider.
From these humble beginnings of the good Baron’s “running machine” the
bicycle was born.
- Farnham News
One hundred and seventy-five (175) years ago - the Canada/US Border was
established – creating the longest unguarded border in the world.
- CBC
Seventy-five years ago, 1942, Canadians were devastated by the tragic results of
the poorly planned raid on Dieppe, France.
It’s seventy years since India gained her independence. The subcontinent was
partitioned – creating India for the Hindus and West Pakistan and East Pakistan
for the Muslims. Sadly, in their hour of victory over colonialism they started to kill
each other by the hundreds of thousands as horrendous riots broke out.
“Vive la Quebec libre!” It’s fifty years since Charles de Gaulle, then President of
France, uttered those infamous words from the balcony of the Windsor Hotel
-when Canada celebrated one hundred years of Confederation.
- CBC
Twenty years ago - at the age of 36 - Princess Diana was tragically killed in a car
crash in Paris.
On Monday August 21st this year there was a total eclipse of the sun in parts of
the USA and on the same day, London’s iconic Big Ben was silenced.
OUR CHOIR
Do you want to join our choir, which is under the direction of Kerry-Anne Kutz?
Registration starts at the church on September 10 th – cost: $100.00 for LUUC
adult members and $50.00 for teenagers.
Call Irene Hausknost for more
information at 514-949-3333.
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STILL AWAITING OUR SYRIAN FAMILY
September 2017 will be the second anniversary of beginning the process to
sponsor a Syrian refugee family to come to Canada. So much has happened
since then - we formed the Summerlea Refugee Support Coalition, with the
support of Action Réfugié Montréal we were matched with a co-sponsor, Salman
Karnazi, to bring his brother Bilal and family to Montreal. We found volunteers
and furnishings to fill an apartment when they arrive, and we raised our financial
commitments, PLUS some funds to help the family while they are still in Saudi
Arabia. On May 10, we rejoiced when they received the official approval of their
refugee applications by Canadian officials. And yet, they are still “in process”,
which means not here!
Bilal is waiting for medical forms to be sent to him (by email) from Canadian
officials in Abu Dhabi. Once those are sent to him, he and the other members of
his family take them to a local doctor where they are living to have health
checkups. That seems to be the only missing “piece” in their process…..and is
the source of frustration for those of us here in Montreal who are anxious to
welcome them to Canada!
We have wonderful support from our MP, Francis Scarpaleggia, and his office
staff, who have checked regularly with government officials through their
diplomatic channels. We are hopeful that their contacts with overseas officials will
soon result in progress for Bilal and his family!
And our spirits were buoyed over the summer when we were contacted by the
Montreal Modern Quilt Guild. They had heard about our SRSC group and the
family we are sponsoring during the winter, and they decided to create a
Welcoming Quilt for our family! In June, two of the Quilt Guild members showed
the completed quilt to our SRSC committee, and we were thrilled - it is a uniquely
beautiful quilt!
We asked them to keep it until Bilal and his family are in
Montreal, at which time we plan to have a welcoming celebration for them. The
members of our four SRSC congregations will be invited to attend, as will
everyone who donated funds, furniture and their time to our efforts. So we keep
cheerful by looking ahead - to the day that will come when we can celebrate our
family’s arrival in Montreal with a great party!
- Sheila Laursen
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ADIEU
Two former members of our UU Congregation died during the summer. Each
death brings sorrow, but also warm memories of their friendship and involvement
in our church activities.
DIEHL, Barbara Lisbeth (née Akesson, Barbro Lisbeth) Barbro passed away
suddenly in her sleep at the age of 75 on Tuesday, June 20, 2017. Her obituary
noted that she was the beloved wife of 33 years to the late Eric Diehl and the
cherished mother of Annika Schaap (née Diehl) and Rebecca Diehl, mother-inlaw to Robert Schaap and Alain Lortet, grandmother to Wynter and Logan
Schaap and soon to be born Elenora Lortet.
Barbro and Eric were both active at LUUC where they initiated the Festival of
Lights – a Swedish tradition. Their angelic fair-headed daughters were part of
the ceremony that involved a crown of lighted candles in their hair. Eric was a
professor at Concordia and Barbro was a librarian and at one time she was our
church secretary.
TOMASEK, Tessy (nee Bezemer) The obituary for Tessy noted that she died in
Barrie, Ontario at the age of 89 on Monday, July 3. Educated in Switzerland,
where she excelled at field hockey and skiing. She was an award-winning
gardener, published photographer and loved throwing a good dinner party.
Her son Michael writes, "My mother was married at The Church of The Messiah
in 1953. She attended services there until she moved to the West Island at which
point she joined the Lakeshore Unitarian Congregation and volunteered for the
Unitarian Service Committee. I think she started going again [to the UCM] when
she moved downtown in the mid eighties... She enjoyed going, and volunteering
there was a big part of her life for many years.”
Peg Wooley remembers Tessy well: “I taught RE with her when we were located
on Cedar Avenue - she and I both had young families and we used to get
together at her place on Ile-Bizard - it was way out in the country then and we
had to cross a rickety wooden bridge to get there - the kids loved it as Tessy had
lots of animals and her place was surrounded by fields and woods - her kids and
mine could run wild!!!”
- Sheila Laursen
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LUUC’S PASSION FOR A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT GOES A LONG
WAY BACK
The following Memorials are for two dedicated environmental activists who
contributed to our congregation through their awareness and commitment.
Carol Farkas (died October 29, 2016): In Heather Falconer’s book honouring
the first 50 years of our UU congregation, “Marching to the Beat of a Different
Drummer”, Heather recalled that when Rev. Fred Cappuccino began his
ministry with us in 1967, “one of the first people he met was Carol Farkas, a
dynamo of a lady brimming with innovative and radical ideas that were in sync
with his. Carol co-founded STOP (the Society to Overcome Pollution) soon after
Fred arrived.“
Carol and a group of equally passionate women tested laundry detergents for
their phosphate levels in our Cedar Avenue church kitchen; their subsequent
advocacy work through STOP led to phosphates being banned from such
products!
As noted in the obituary: “Being the co- founder of the Society to Overcome
Pollution (STOP) in Montreal led to teaching in Man Environment Studies at
University of Waterloo, and research on mercury pollution with the Grand Council
of the Crees. Moving to Toronto, she was on the founding board of the
Anishnawabe Health Toronto and other Native organizations. Post-doctoral work
in Behavioural Science at the University of Toronto focused on cross-cultural
health communication. Subsequently her work was in the field of ethnographiccultural aspects of HIV and AIDS.
Note - There is a wonderful NFB film called “Persistent and Finagling” (1971 - 56
minutes) by Michael Rubbo about another environmental action by the Montreal
women of STOP. It can be watched on line at:
https://www.nfb.ca/film/persistent_and_finagling/
- continued/…
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Dr. June Irwin: June Irwin was a dermatologist living in Hudson, Qc, and an avid
environmental activist who spoke at LUUC a few times to share her growing
concerns about pesticides and their impact on public health. She died on June
22, 2017. Ann Petersen Anderson honoured her memory in the Gazette:
https://www.pressreader.com/canada/montrealgazette/20170808/281646780232629
She noted that “Her campaign began in the 1980s, when she started seeing
patients at her Pointe Claire dermatology practice with worrisome health
problems……She took blood and skin samples, had them tested and soon
connected the patients’ illnesses with their exposure to toxic lawn pesticides like
2-4D, which were then in widespread use.”
For the next 20 + years, Dr. Irwin wrote to the medical community, to
governments, and spoke publicly about her alarming findings. She succeeded in
pestering Hudson’s Town Council until they passed a by-law in 1991 that banned
non-essential pesticides on private and public land. Others followed, but so did
opposition from two lawn care companies that took the Town of Hudson to court for years! Finally, in 2001, the Supreme Court of Canada voted unanimously to
uphold Hudson’s by-law.
The article quotes Irwin, who said “Lawn pesticides are an example of people
wilfully, though maybe not knowingly, poisoning their neighbours. These are
terribly toxic substances and yet, it seemed to me, there was a conspiracy of
silence. I’m pleased that, to some degree, we have been able to break through
that silence to get the word out.”
Where are we now, in 2017, regarding toxins and pollution? If we want to
live responsibly, what can we do? Environmental Defence is a Canadian
organization that has suggested this action:
Our main toxics law, the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA), is
outdated and needs to be strengthened. The Ministers of Health and
Environment and Climate Change have until October to decide whether this law
will be reformed or not.
- continued/…
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This is where YOU come in: We need your help to let our MPs know that
Canadians care about the quality of the air we breathe, the water we drink, and
the products we use every day. We are inviting you to send a postcard to your
MP telling them that you care! Why postcards? Believe it or not, mail gets
noticed. Whether it is a letter or a postcard, MPs tend to react more strongly to
physical mail than an email. And that’s our goal!
We want MPs across Canada to receive a wave of these postcards from
their constituents telling them “I care!” If you are interested in sending a
postcard to your MP, please fill out this form with your mailing information.
http://action.environmentaldefence.ca/send-a-ostcard?supporter_KEY=74578889
You will receive a package in the mail with your postcards and instructions soon!
Sincerely,
Muhannad Malas, Toxics Program Manager
P.S. Don’t forget to snap a picture of you putting the letter in the mail and use the
hashtag #ActionOnToxics on social media!
And you can contact Sheila Laursen, Susan Czarnocki or Gary Spiller if you
want to become more involved in environmental activism!
- Sheila Laursen

ARE WE ALL ROLLED OUT?
- well almost! There have just a couple of packages of toilet rolls and paper
towels left. Susan has promised to be in the lobby on September 10 t h ready to
sell the last remaining paper products. The usual prices apply - $35.00 for the
toilet rolls, and $1.00 each for the towels. Let’s do this – and empty out our
dungeon – so we can fill it up with other stuff!
- ed
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NOVA WEST ISLAND – 4TH ANNUAL HOMESTYLE BREAKFAST BUFFET
FUNDRAISER
If you’re looking for that home-style feeling, this is the place to be. Come and
enjoy a meal in a cosy atmosphere - whether to mingle with neighbours, network
with colleagues, enjoy a good meal before going to work - do come and support
NOVA WEST ISLAND.
Thursday, September 26th, 2017 between 7:30 and 10:30 am. – at –
Homestyle Bakery & Black Lion Pub, 445 Beaconsfield Boulevard,
Beaconsfield
$20.00 – children under 5 eat free
Several LUUCers will be there.

15

16

LAKESHORE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION
5065 Sherbrooke Street, Lachine, Qc. H8T 1H9
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www.LUUC.org

WELCOME BACK – HOPE YOU ENJOYED YOUR SUMMER
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