LAKESHORE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION
5065 Sherbrooke Street,
Lachine, Qc. H8T 1H9
(514) 637-6974

NOVEMBER 2015
NOVEMBER 1st – 10:30 a.m.

ARE YOU READY?
Jean Merrifield

Are you ever ready for life's challenges and what you believe to be your future?
Jean Merrifield explores this question and given her 99 years, will challenge us
with her wisdom, knowledge & experience.
Service Leader: Monica Warren
Musician: Kerry-Anne Kutz

Hospitality: Nancy Schmidt
Christopher Thomson

FALL BACK! – move your clocks back one hour on November 1st
– for daylight saving time.
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NOVEMBER 8th - 10:30 a.m. NURSING IN THE CANADIAN ARMED FORCES
Michelle Wilson
This is our Remembrance Sunday. Several years ago Michelle Wilson attended
LUUC with her parents and siblings. Now she is grown up and has been a nurse
with the Canadian military for seven years. We look forward to hearing her share
these experiences, talk about her postings and tell us why she chose to enter the
Canadian Forces.
Service Leader: Heather Falconer
Musician: Kerry-Anne Kutz
NOVEMBER 15th - 10:30 am.

Hospitality: Kathy and Gabor Matyas

THE QUEST FOR SPIRITUAL FREEDOM
Rev. Stan Sears

You have probably heard people identify themselves as ―spiritual but not
religious.‖ Maybe you even refer to yourself in this way. As Unitarian Universalist
ministers, this group sounds intriguing—if only they would try us! This morning‘s
sermon will explore ways we can connect and, possibly, bring some of these
people into our congregations.
Service Leader: Christopher Thomson
Musician: Kerry- Anne Kutz

Hospitality: Sheila Laursen
John Foulds

November 22nd – 10:30 a.m.

FREUD’S GODS
David Koloszyc
Alongside Marx and Nietzsche, Sigmund Freud remains one of the most
prominent atheists in modern intellectual history, one who famously declared
religion to be a collective neurosis grounded in infantile illusions. Yet radical
advancements in science and technology have done little to dispel this apparent
illusion, despite Freud‘s assumption that they inevitably would. Was Freud wrong
about the nature of religious belief? Does his work merely confirm that human
beings are inherently religious? And can his psychology of religion offer any
significant insights for a religious believer today - and perhaps agnostics as well?
Service Leader: Susan Czarnocki
Musician: Kerry-Anne Kutz

Hospitality: Rob Lutes
Monique Riedel

Monica Warren’sTeam of Chris Bassett, Monique Riedel, Rob Lutes, Selina
Rooker and Paul Sullivan will host our Pot Luck. Please bring food for us all to
eat, share and enjoy.
CONCERT TO FOLLOW POT LUCK – see page 7
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November 29th – 10:30 a.m.

THE FRENCH CANADIAN
Scott MacLeod

The animated film The French Canadian offers a compelling chronicle of a
French Canadian immigrant experience from the 1600s to the 20 th century.
Written and told by award-winning storyteller Mike Burns, the film is part of G.
Scott MacLeod‘s animated film series The Water of Life.
Service Leader: Rob Lutes
Musician: Kerry-Anne Kutz

Hospitality: Monica Warren
Allan Strong

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING to elect chaplains will follow.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Sad news from Kathy Matyas, that her Mother
died earlier this week after a lengthy illness.
Besides Kathy and her family, she is survived by
her son Paul. The funeral mass will be held next
week for close family. We send our most sincere
condolences to you Kathy and your family.
The fall leaves of Montreal have turned a most
glorious red – and the days are sunny – so we
can enjoy the colours a little bit longer. The
country has gone Red too – let us hope that all
those many promises will be kept. The first, that
25,000 Syrian refugees be brought to Canada by
the end of the year – wow!
LUUC immediately responded to the crisis by putting on a concert where over
$900 was raised – see page 8. Sheila Laursen has formed a West Island
Refugee Support Group – details of which you can read about in this newsletter.
A young group of mothers in St. Lazare, noticing that women with babies were
struggling among the migrants walking to Europe, have sent a collection of
snugglies to make life just a little easier for those distraught parents. The need is
endless and people respond which ever way they can.
The Ladies of the Planning/Knitting/Caring group are arranging a Christmas
Bazaar for December 6th, so please come out and support them. The baking
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will be very special and of course delicious; the jams and jellies – exceptional;
the attic treasures - more than your hearts could possibly desire and also some
very crafty items to intrigue you. And on top of that Sheila’s famous fruitcakes
– how can you resist? – (that of course you have already ordered – Yes?) – will
be available.
On page 7 – Irene Hausknost has a notice regarding Chalice Lighters – please
give her a call to find out more. After the service on November 29th, we will hold
our annual Congregational Meeting to elect our chaplains - you will be getting a
notice to that effect shortly. Calogero Cumbo, who spoke to us so eloquently
recently, has sent a copy of his speech. If you would like an e-mail copy, please
let me know.

Heather

Remember to Fall Back!
DOUBLE DUTCH AT THE CARING COMMITTEE

The Caring Committee met early in October to plan
the year ahead. Members are Peg Wooley Dori
Abbott, Margo Barclay, Conny Belanger, Jose
van Ameragon and also present, Heather
Falconer. Should you hear of anyone who needs a
little TLC, is unwell, or just wants someone to talk
to, please contact one of the above.
It was a rousing meeting – to say the least with
guffaws of laughter. You see, one Dutch woman
tried to explain to another Dutch woman how to get
to the Bulk Barn, which is apparently located
somewhere behind the Bar B. Barn – in the
neverlands of Sources and the 40 - Talk about Double Dutch! And later, with
accents still a bit off - the Native Women‘s Shelter was heard as the Naked
women‘s shelter. Sorry – it looses something in the telling – you had to be there!
Despite all these language tangles – a lot was accomplished - not only did we
plan the Caring for the coming year, but outlined ideas for the Christmas Bazaar
on December 6th and the Christmas Basket.
- ed
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MARY HUNTER WRITES
Dan Brisebois‘ talk inspired me. My paternal grandparents were mixed farmer.
Although they had to hire people when their own kids were grown up, we
grandchildren enjoyed playing and helping out on the farm. We all lived in cities,
so even pumping water from the well and – yes – using the outhouse and bathing
in a barrel was an adventure! As Kerry-Anne mentioned to me afterwards, so
many people are giving up farming nowadays – it is heartening to see this young
man and other people taking up farming.
Dan Brisebois spoke to us on October 11th – he is co-owner of Le Tourne Sol – a
small farm in Le Cèdre, and he has a busy vegetable stall at Ste. Anne’s Market
every week. His talk was very well received.
- ed
The editor always welcomes your comments.

There are lots of birthdays this month – and a very Happy Birthday to you all.
Justin Murphy’s is on the 4th. We don‘t see enough of you Justin – look
forward to seeing you again soon. Happy Birthday to you.
Nancy Schmidt’s big day is on the 5th – but Nancy recently had another big
day, when her lovely daughter Elyse was married – you should see the photos.
Happy Birthday Nancy.
Luc LaPierre and Rob Lutes’s share the same birthday on the 6th -- Looking
forward to seeing you soon Luc… And Rob, we do hope to hear you sing in
church in the very near future – it‘s been too long! Happy Birthday Fellas.
Dora McNiven’s birthday is on the 8th November. Dora is a long-time Unitarian
and comes to church without fail every Sunday. We wish you a very happy day
Dora.
Dori Abbott’s big day is on November 11th –shhh – I hear her five ‘boys’ are
giving her a wonderful party. Have a Happy Birthday Dori.
Happy birthday to Ariel Amstutz on 13th. Ariel is one of our newest members,
is a part of our youth group and sings in our family choir.
Jose van Amerogen’s birthday is on November 14th. Jose recently moved into
a house in the village of Pointe Claire. The house comes complete with a little
white dog - that keeps her busy. Happy Birthday Jose.
Happy Birthday to the multi talented Jasmine Murphy on November 16th. Over
the years we have watched her grow into a beautiful swan. Have a lovely day
Jasmine.
Paul Sullivan’s birthday is on November 25th. Paul is one of our chaplains, as
well as our indispensable expert on all the audio/visual equipment.
Happy
Birthday Paul.
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HYMNALS
Thank you LUUCers for purchasing 10 of the Singing the Living Tradition
hymnals and 2 of the Singing the Journey teal coloured books. Damian has
volunteered to design labels that will be a-fixed into each book, indicating who
donated it. This is so kind of you Damian – and we look forward to seeing your
unique designs. We are so lucky at LUUC to have such a talented young person
in our youth group.
- ed
.
CHALICE LIGHTERS
The LUUC would like to apply to the CUC for grants to support and grow our
music and youth programs. However, in order to be eligible for a grant, 20% of
our active members must contribute to CUC'S Chalice Lighter program. We are
5 members short of 20%!
If you are interested in helping out and becoming a Chalice Lighter, please
contact Irene Hausknost at 514-949-3333 or at ihausknost@gmail.com for more
information.
Help us become a growing and sustainable congregation!
*****

SONGS FOR OUR UU SOULS!
Sunday, NOVEMBER 22nd, 1:00 p.m.
LUUC Sanctuary
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Suggested donation: $20.00 for adults; children free
Kerry-Anne Kutz, soprano and her colleague and close friend Sandra Hunt,
pianist and Music Director of the Unitarian Church of Montreal, are inviting you to
a concert of beautiful songs by UU composer Nicholas Fairbank, Elmer Olenick,
(Rev. Diane Rollert's dad), Canadian composers David L. McIntyre & Denis
Bédard and a sing-along! Proceeds will go to professional development – and
Kerry-Anne will contribute part of her earnings to the LUUC music program so
that the choir can rehearse more frequently. We hope you can come!
- Kerry-Anne

Quadruplet white tigers were born at the Toronto Zoo last month – well
done Mikaly - and good health to you all.

SYRIAN REFUGEE FAMILY BENEFIT CONCERT
The October 18th fundraiser for a Syrian Refugee Family to be brought to
Montreal was held at LUUC, by way of a Coffee House featuring Kerry-Anne
Kutz, her students and the Lakeshore Community Choir. It was initiated by
Kerry-Anne and organized by the Social Action Committee. The singing was
lovely and the music of the seventies brought back great memories. Often the
audience was invited to sing along. Thank you so much, Kerry-Anne!
Many, many people pulled out all the stops to advertise the concert, translate, email each other over countless details, prepare the refreshments, set up the bake
sale and make a record of the donors at the door. Others contributed delicious
baked goods for the bake table. Eva of the choir won the raffle, a delicious
hazelnut cake. With the entrance fee, donations of money, the bake sale and
raffle, well over $900 was raised! Thank you to everyone who came, who made a
donation, baked scrumptious goodies and brought in warm clothing for refugees
in camps overseas.
- Sari Kelen
(and thank you too Sari for organizing all this – well done - ed)
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FIRST NATIONS
It was announced at church on Oct 4th that there would be the 10th Anniversary
Vigil for Murdered and Missing First Nations Women. Two of our members
attended that same day, meeting at Cabot Square. Ten years ago twenty people
attended. Over a thousand were there on the 4th. Nakuset was one of the
speakers. The speeches were very moving. Women beat drums and chanted.
People held cardboard stars with the names of missing women. Mine said
Wendy Arnold was only twenty–three when she disappeared, the same age as
my son.
The Social Action Committee met on September 29th and one of the aims will be
to collect clothing, food, linens and hygiene products during the month of March
2016 for the Native Women‘s Shelter.
- Sari Kelen

THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING
This Changes Everything is a force of reckoning book on Climate Change with
ideas to recoup what we have done to our Earth. It was written by Naomi Klein
and was made into a film by the author and her husband. It was shown at
Concordia in October and was so popular that hundreds were unable to view the
film. Jose van Amerongen was one of the lucky ones to get in. It will be shown
again.
- Sari Kelen

CLIMATE CHANGE
The SAC believes that small efforts done by many people do make a difference –
and so they are resolved to:
Educate and expand awareness of climate change;
Celebrate Earth Day;
Do our part and turn off lights, reduce water usage, use no Styrofoam
products;
Hold a letter writing campaign to stop making products using microbead
abrasives, as in Crest toothpaste;
Compost the refuse after our potluck lunches.

COFFEE URN
We had to buy a new (and very expensive) coffee urn, as our
previous one finally conked out. It‘s bigger and heavier than the old
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one – easy to use – but it will take a strong man to carry it from the kitchen to the
Hot Gossip Café in the hall. If you have any questions, ask one of the ladies who
regularly frequents the kitchen. Money was generously donated to buy
something in memory of Irma Rigby – and the coffee urn is it. Many thanks to
those who donated.
- ed

HAVE YOU SEEN A PURPLE STONED RING?
Kerry-Anne has lost her ring, one that she brought in Nepal when she was
traveling with Bonnie. She left it in the hall when teaching the Maestros. If you
have seen it – please let Kerry-Anne know.
- ed

S.E. NEWS
A great month of celebrations for October. We have had an exciting time
exploring the various faith traditions of the month combining fun activities and
discussions. Now that all our groups have separated to start with their own
chalice lighting, we have begun building small group connections. The
Thunderbirds use beautiful big rocks to place around their candle (that only stops
burning when the battery runs out), our Windchimes will be decorating their
chalice to reflect their groups individuality and continue to place their buttons in
the water to represent their joys and sorrows, and the Yearn to Learn Youth
group have started building an alter to place their chalice on and candles to
represent each of them.
It's been a busy time for the SE team sharing their ideas, creating community and
growing together. We cherish and value one another and are grateful to all those
who support us in our efforts!
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A special thanks to Vanessa and Karli, the SE educators, for the brainstorming
session at Ivy's house and the amazing ideas that blossomed from that creative
work bee! Great job! Now we just have to work off the donuts!!!
November Spiritual Exploration Schedule:
Nov 1) All Saints Day – Christian faith (All Souls Day – Catholic)
Nov 8) Shichigosan: Celebration of Children – Shinto faith
Nov 15) Kislev: Celebrating Dreams – Jewish faith
Nov 22) Night Chant: Celebration of Human Relations with the Universe – Native
Navaho Tribe faith
Nov 29) Abduhl Bahai: Celebration of Life and Memory of Founder of the Bahai
faith – Bahai faith
- Ivy O’Reilly – SE Director

JE ME SOUVIENS
Je me souviens – as appears on our Quebec licence plates has always sounded
a bit threatening. The full motto is reported to be “Je me souviens que né sous
le lys, je croîs sous la rose.” I remember that I was born under the lily and
prospered under the rose – rather a generous sentiment when you consider that
a Separatist government initiated this. The quote is attributed to Eugene-Étienne
Taché, designer of the Hotel du Parlement in Quebec.
- ed

REMEMBER
“Remember, remember the 5th of November, gunpowder, treason and plot – I see
no reason why gunpowder treason should ever be forgot.” This refers to Guy
Fawkes who tried to blow up the British Houses of Parliament on November 5 th,
1605 – (equivalent at that time to 9-11.) Fortunately this long-ago terrorist and
England‘s most notorious traitor was caught before he was able to complete his
dirty deed. It was all over religion – Catholics v. Protestants in that instance –
religious strife and bombs - sound familiar? Every year people in the UK have
outdoor parties, light huge bonfires, let off fireworks and burn an effigy of Guy to
commemorate the event.
- ed
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DUGNAD – FALL CLEAN-UP SAT. NOV 7TH 10AM-1PM
A message from the Norwegians: Please help us with fall clean-up at the
Norwegian Community Centre. There is a job for everyone – outside raking and
cleaning, inside kitchen cleaning, sorting, dusting, fixing broken items, etc. We
will provide a lunch for all participants at 12:30 pm. Please e-mail us to let us
know you will be there Jean-pierre@norwegianchurch.ca Thank you for your
time and effort!

CHILD HAVEN DINNER A HUGE SUCCESS!
Many LUUCers, along with other dedicated supporters of
Child Haven International, organized and hosted our 20th
annual fundraising dinner for this wonderful charity, that
gives over 1000 children and youth in India, Nepal, Tibet
and Bangladesh a safe home, loving care and an
education to ensure they will become independent,
skilled adults.
180 people attended our September 25 dinner...we were
filled to capacity! We enjoyed music by Kerry-Anne
Kutz and Michael Cartile, songs sung by our Lakeshore Community Choir,
were greeted and helped by LUUC youth volunteers, in a room decorated with
tissue paper flowers, colourful saris and brightly lit stars. We learned more about
Child Haven‘s wonderful, life-changing work, and we ate, laughed, conversed,
made new friends and greeted long-time ones, and bought treasures to take
home from the exotic items of the Eastern Bazaar and Silent Auction tables.
And while having lots of fun we raised $16,750 for Child Haven! Thanks to all the
volunteers who made it such a success and to everyone who attended.
Next year, our dinner will be on Saturday October 1, 2016 - so be sure to enter
that in your new calendar \ agenda for 2016!
- Sheila Laursen
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BELLA ON THE BIG SCREEN
After a year of filming the anti-bullying short film, Silent
Majority at various locations on and around the West
Island, Isabella Gavanski is excited that the film is
finally completed and ready to be shown! She‘s hoping
that some of us from LUUC will be able to make the
premier of the film on Sunday November 8th at 2:00
pm at La Salle Albert-Doumouchel, Valleyfield Theatre,
169 rue Champlain, Salaberry-de-Valleyfield 1X6 J6T
phone 450 373-5794. For more information or to get
tickets:
http://www.valspec.qc.ca/evenements/silentmajority (Note: there are some incidents of violence
and strong language in the film)
Synopsis: High school student Tim is a victim of bullying. Unhappy and afraid,
he somehow tries to live a normal life, trying hard to hide what he‘s going through
from his parents. Then one day he finds himself in the hospital, badly beaten –
will anyone speak up for him?

POT LUCK LUNCH TEAM FOR DECEMBER
Heather Falconer’s Team of Irene Hauskost, Gord Koller, Nancy Graham,
Gary Spiller and John Foulds will host our Pot Luck in December 6th – when
Rev. Fred will be our speaker. If for some reason you cannot make that date –
kindly inform Heather – and find your own replacement.

HOSPITALITY FOR DECEMBER
December 6 - Gord.Koller and Nathalie Hainaut
December 13 - James Sisley and Gary Spiller
December 20 - Margot Barclay and Dan Amstutz
If you are unable to help out on that date – please find your own replacement.
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AROUND TOWN
Fix:R:US is a wonderful fix-it shop located at 4791 blvd. des Sources,
Pierrefonds. Tel 514-421-1349 – estimates free. It‘s the very old fashion type of
place that fixes toaster, clocks etc. and just about everything else. Things that
now we chuck out – but when we were less wasteful we judiciously had them
mended. This is a find – thanks to Jose.
Have you checked out the local libraries? They regularly put on interesting
lectures - often given by local people – and usually free.
The Hudson Village Theatre is putting on Peter Pan for their pantomime this
year. This extravaganza is not to be missed – where the principle boy is played
by a girl – and the grand dame is a man – pure nonsense – but so much fun. It‘s
a Christmas tradition in both the UK and Hudson. It is on over Christmas and
into January. www.villagetheatre.ca 450-458-5361. Never Grow Up! Keep
your eye out for Olivia Gavanski as one of the mermaids and you‘ll see Bella
Gavanski flying through the air as Wendy.
- ed

SHAKESPEARE IN HOLLYWOOD
On a fateful morning in 1934, the Bard‘s most famous fairies, Oberon and Puck,
have taken a wrong turn on their way back home. As coincidence would have it,
they have walked onto the movie set of Max Reinhardt‘s new motion picture ―A
Midsummer Night‘s Dream‖. After rubbing elbows with Dick Powell, Jimmy
Cagney, and Louella Parsons, these Shakespearean stars bring their own brand
of love triangles to this Hollywood scene. Winner of the Helen Hayes Award for
Best New Play in 2004, this comedy is sure to cast a spell on you.
Where : John Rennie High School, Pointe Claire.
When: Nov. 5-7th @ 8 pm; Nov. 8th @ 2 pm; Nov. 12-13th @ 8 pm: Nov. 14th
@ 2 pm & 8 pm.
Tickets: $28; Senior and students $24; Balcony $18.
For more information: 514-631-8718 boxoffice@lakeshoreplayersdorval.com
More babies at the Toronto Zoo – when Er Shun gave birth to twin pandas great excitement - a first for Canada – stay safe little ones.
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An Invitation from the Unitarian Church of Montreal
ALOHA HAWAII
Unitarian Church of Montreal
Saturday, November 14 from 4:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Unitarian Church of Montreal
5035 boulevard de Maisonneuve Ouest Montreal, QC H4A 1Y5
Please join us for Bidnite 2015 - an afternoon and evening of good food, lovely
music and great company. We look forward to seeing you at our annual
fundraiser. After the auction, dinner will be served at 6.30 pm.
The entrance fee is $5.00 (Children and volunteers are free of charge).
Childcare will be available. P.S. Bring a friend along!

TWO FAIR TRADE RUG EVENTS
Friday October 16th to November 1st: Do visit the Fair Trade Rug Event show
casing BUNYAAD Oriental rugs. Rugs are hand knotted and made by fairly paid
adults in Pakistan. The store will also be open evenings by appointment only
during this period. With over 150 carpets to choose from, you'll be sure to find
that perfect piece of art to enhance your home décor.
Friday October 23rd: Fair trade Rug Seminar, at 7pm. As part of this event,
there will be an in–store seminar where you can learn everything you need to
know about oriental rugs. Admission is free but registration is required due to
limited space. Please contact the store to reserve your spot: 514-428-0450.
Fairly traded coffee and chai tea will be served. Come hear artisan stories and
learn how these works of art are changing lives.
www.tenthousandvillages.ca/tapis-bunyaad
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1915 WAS A VERY BAD YEAR
One hundred years ago WWI raged and saw so many atrocities. Among them,
old men sending young men to die.
The disastrous battles of the Gallipoli, Ypres and Loos Poison gas used for the first time, by both sides Invasion by Anglo/French naval forces of the Dardanelles - heavy losses The American passenger ship The Lusitania was sunk by a German U-boat 1202 civilian lives lost The first air raid by a Zeppelin on London killed 18 people and injured 60 German captured Warsaw from the Russians Czar Nicholas 11 of Russia made the decision to take full control of the
Russia army – utter disaster.
And it went on for another 3 years – ‗When will we ever learn?’

- ed

WEST ISLAND REFUGEE SUPPORT GROUP
On the afternoon of Sunday October
18, Kerry-Anne Kutz offered a musical
concert featuring her voice students
and the Lakeshore Community Choir.
It was an amazing event, and over
$900 was raised to support the
sponsorship of a Syrian refugee family.
You may have wondered why this
came about... It began with an email
invitation to several members of our
congregation that Sheila Laursen sent
out on September 6th which read in part ....
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ARE YOU MOVED TO ACTION? WILL YOU HELP?
The devastation and cruelty of the ―civil‖ war and the resulting humanitarian crisis
in Syria has been horrifying people around the world for years now. This week,
our attention became focussed on the terrible human cost of such warring.
The desperation of ordinary people, trying to escape a land filled with death and
destruction to find peace and stability for their family has led to hundreds of
thousands of people cramming onto unsafe boats, or walking, walking; walking
for months along roads, railway lines through countries and through barbed wire
and past hostile soldiers.
Our Lakeshore UU Congregation responded with compassion and practical
support to humanitarian crises such as this in the past. The first time, back in
the 50s or 60s, it was to help a Yugoslavian family settle in Montreal. Then in the
1980s, we sponsored and supported a Vietnamese family (husband, wife and
baby son) for a few years until they became fully integrated and self-supporting in
Montreal.
I think it is time for us to look at doing so again - this time for a Syrian family. As
there are many Syrian Christian congregations ready to sponsor Christian
families from Syria, I would suggest we offer to sponsor a Muslim family fleeing
the violence of Syria.
OK - easy to write, hard and complicated to do. I know that too. What I am
suggesting is that a group of us who are willing, interested and dedicated to work
on this meet together SOON to begin exploration, discussion, research and
planning on this proposal. I have discussed this with Heather Falconer, and she
is supportive of beginning this process. If no one offers to help, then I will drop
the idea. But if a group of us work on this together, I am sure we can bring a
positive, viable plan and proposal to a special congregational meeting - hopefully
for full approval.
On September 10th, 8 people met for the first time - five from LUUC, one from
UCM, and two from Merging Waters (Beaurepaire and Union United churches).
We shared what we had read / researched about Canada, and Quebec's
responses to the Syrian refugee crisis currently making front-page news daily.
It was noted that Quebec has its own system for refugees, although it does have
to follow federal practices. That might give us an opportunity to have greater
contact and support in any part of an application process. Premier Philippe
Couillard has become part of a group of 5 in his region who are offering to
sponsor a Syrian family.
So far, we understand that it would cost about $30,000 to sponsor a refugee
family for the first year after their arrival. More research will be done on about
health care coverage, length of time before permission to work is given, etc.
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We know that other church congregations in our West Island region are also
wishing to sponsor refugees from this crisis - so we will seek to connect with, and
develop a network of groups and individuals who could share information,
resources, ideas for fundraising, etc. We would like to be part of an Interfaith
response to sponsor refugees.
At our second meeting on September 23rd, we were informed that Action
Refugees Montreal (ARM) noted that 1/2 of all Syrians in Canada live in
Montreal, so that organization is swamped (and overwhelmed) with requests to
bring family members to Quebec. They don’t have the funds to hire more staff to
work on all these offers to sponsor, and need funding support to do so.
Concern was expressed about sending funds to a specific refugee (or family) in
advance. Options for supporting refugees include lobbying the Canadian
government, funding a UNHCR or other refugee camp directly, or arranging to
sponsor an individual or family with refugee status.
Eleven of the 13 people present at that meeting indicated they wish to form a
Refugee Sponsorship Group.
On Wednesday October 14th, Action Refugees Montreal held a Refugee
Sponsorship training session. LUUC was well represented with 7 members
present, along with 5 from Merging Waters, 2 from the UCM and several West
Islanders among the 80+ people attending. We now have an information kit
about the sponsorship process, details about application, responsibilities, etc.
If you are interested in becoming an active member of this group, please
contact Sheila Laursen at 514 697-4195 or at sheila.laursen@bell.net
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Catherine Forbes
DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER:

450-202-0668
November 23rd, 2015

Our web-site: www.LUUC.org
FALL BACK – put your clocks back 1 hour on November 1st.
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